
From: "Ellen Hume-Howard" <loln@comcast.net> 
To: ehumehoward@sau17.org 
Sent: Sunday, May 10, 2015 2:46:57 PM 
Subject: FW: HB323 
 
  
Dear Senators- 
My name is Ellen Hume-Howard, and I am a district administrator in the Sanborn 
Regional School District in Kingston/Newton New Hampshire. I have been an educator 
in New Hampshire since 1984, after graduating from the University of New Hampshire. I 
just read a statement about ourPACE work from this website: 
“http://nhfamiliesforeducation.org/content/hb-323-will-regionalize-public-schools-and-destroy-
charter-schools  titled HB 323 will Regionalize Public Schools and Destroy Charter 
Schools. KILL THE BILL -- HB 323 an Act to the Regionalize Public Schools under the 
Commissioner of Education” 
and I am quite taken aback that the statements here are inaccurate.  I hope you will take a 
moment to read my notes below. I don’t usually respond to things like this, but after 
reading the website I felt you deserved an accurate picture of the work being done by 
New Hampshire educators to support common sense assessment and accountability for 
our New Hampshire students. I would hate to think the PACE effort, which is designed to 
support local educational decision-making, by practicing educators, would be squelched 
by our own representatives because they were unaware of how “New Hampshire” this 
idea really is. 
Here are some clarifications from someone actually doing the work and who proposed 
this option for school districts.  My responses to the website article are in red.  Thank 
you for taking the time to review. 
Ellen Hume-Howard 
(Resident of Kingston NH) 
 

On March 5, 2015 the Department of Education was granted a two-year NCLB Waiver based 
upon the DEPARTMENT’S “INTENT” TO TRANSITION ALL PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO 
PACE (Performance Assessment Competency Education). This program is based upon 
Smarter Balanced Achievement Level Descriptors, which is a  very deceptive way of saying 
“Common Core.” 

Achievement level descriptors are how you label performance; Proficient, Basic 
Proficiency etc..  They are the same as SMARTERBALANCE so districts can compare 
the two assessments. These types of descriptors are used in many assessments 
aligned or not aligned to the common core state standards. 
 
Nevertheless, districts must “voluntarily” adopt PACE and integrate weekly PACE 
assessments into their DAY-TO-DAY operations because it’s ILLEGAL to require this under 
state law, RSA 193-C:1 VI.  “The purpose of the statewide education improvement and 
assessment program is NOT to establish a statewide curriculum.“ 
  



PACE assessments are not something you would do weekly… they would be 
assessments given at the end of a year of study in a content area. Other classroom 
assessments leading up would support the learning. All assessments, including PACE 
would be part of what teachers were teaching in their course as a unit of study. 

PACE assessments are Regionally implemented and Regionally scored under the control of 
the Commissioner in VIOLATIONof state law, RSA 193-H:5.  "Nothing in this chapter shall 
be construed to permit either the department of education or the state board of education to 
take control of the DAILY operations of any local public school." 
CHARTER SCHOOLS will be “voluntarily” required to revamp their entire curriculum to 
integrate testing into the DAY-TO-DAYroutine of their students. Integrating weekly PACE 
assessments will alter DAY-TO-DAY operations and undermine the mission of Charter 
Schools. 
  
PACE assessments do not require any curriculum changes at all. They are designed 
to capitalize on any curriculum studied and to support student learning at the highest 
level. Many Charter Schools were created to extend performance assessments so 
that, that type of instruction played a larger role in a child’s education or that projects 
and showcase performances would be designed to measure depth of knowledge. 
PACE is performance assessment.  Charter schools would find it very easy to adopt 
PACE as an option because PACE supports locally designed curriculum and 
encourages creative projects and performances that charter schools prioritize as 
quality assessment of students. In my mind PACE would be very helpful to charter 
schools. It would allow them to use the assessments they already use with students 
for accountability. 
  
HOUSE BILL 323 was written to authorize the Department to develop and implement 
PACE.  It grants authority to the Department to re-design our entire statewide assessment 
program in accordance with “a federal waiver or law.”  WHY ELECT STATE LEGISLATORS 
TO PROTECT 

THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE AND THEN ABDICATE THAT AUTHORITY TO 
ANYONE?  THAT’S IRRESPONSIBLE. 

PACE is a locally designed system that works collaboratively with other districts to 
raise the quality of the assessments.  This quality is achieved by shared professional 
development. Legislators should actually speak with local educators before they 
presume that they do not have choice or autonomy to redesign these assessments to 
meet their needs. 

 
PACE INCREASES TESTING.  Four end-of-year assessments are replaced by 30 weekly 
assessments annually under PACE.  Eliminating four end-of-year assessments and 
replacing them with nearly 400 weekly PACE assessments does NOT reduce testing, but it 
does make it far more difficult for parents to refuse testing. IS THAT THE GOAL OF PACE - 
TO PREVENT PARENT REFUSALS? 

This is completely inaccurate. PACE assessments are 



1) part of the curriculum. So these assessments are not “events” like a 
SMARTERBALANCE test which is outside of what students are learning. 
2) These assessments count as part of a student’s grade. 
3) These assessments are end of year assessments, which students would have in 
courses anyway. 
 
SCHOOLS WILL NOT LOSE FEDERAL FUNDING WITHOUT PACE so long as we 
establish a “single statewide system.”   
 
Replacing the Smarter Balanced assessment in grade 11 with the SATs is 
great, but does NOT require legislation. Both are end-of-year 
assessments.  NECAPs and Smarter Balanced assessments have been used as 
statewide assessments for a decade without explicit statutory language.   
SAT’s fit well with PACE. 

 
Re-designing our assessment system to include weekly assessments under PACE 
REQUIRES LEGISLATION.  This re-design should be considered thoughtfully and authority 
must NOT be delegated to the Commissioner’s sole discretion.  The unintended 
consequences are very far-reaching. 
Please correct this impression that PACE is weekly…it is not. 

The Department is using the SATs in grade 11 as the BAIT to lure schools into 
“voluntarily” adopting PACE.  However, we can adopt a “single statewide system” of 
assessments and be in compliance with the federal Waiver WITHOUT PACE 
  
Many of our students take SAT’s for college admission. These are assessments they 
care about, just like PACE is an assessment of value for students because it is part of 
their course and part of their grade…. Anytime you can create a positive environment 
for students to demonstrate their best effort is a good thing…. So having PACE helps 
students perform better on SATs because PACE is part of a course not an event. 
Students can then have fewer disruptions to their learning… 
  
	  


