
_______________________________________ 
From: Murotake, David 
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2014 12:23 PM 
To: ~All Representatives 
Subject: Clarifications re: HB1432, delaying implementation of certain statewide assessments... 
 
Dear Fellow Representatives: 
 
I apologize for sending an "All Representatives" message, especially during your winter break. 
Recently you have received several "All Reps" emails from Mr. Bill Duncan related to Common 
Core and the Smarter Balanced Assessment. One of these emails (Feb 23) contained incorrect 
information on a bill, HB1432. As its prime sponsor, I feel I need to corrects the errors, and 
provide you with other pertinent information germane to HB1432. 
 
Bill Duncan states in an "All Reps" email dated Feb. 23,  2014: 
 
<< At a House Education Committee hearing Tuesday (recessed until 10:45, Tuesday, Feb. 18), 
Rep. David Murotake (R-Nashua) pitched HB 1432, his bill to suspend all annual testing in New 
Hampshire for two years, as a response to the call by the unions for a moratorium on “high-stakes 
testing.” >> 
 
Also: 
 
<< Rep. Heath (D-Manchester) pointed out that HB 1432 prohibits any annual assessment, not 
just Smarter Balanced.  It also suspends the competency-based assessments around which 
school districts have reorganized their instruction. >> 
 
Both of these statements are incorrect. HB1432, as introduced, does not call for a suspension of 
"all annual testing", simply those associated with the Common Core, including the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment. Section 1, as introduced, currently states: 
 
"1 Statewide Improvement and Assessment; Delay in Implementation of Smarter Balanced 
Assessment. Notwithstanding the provisions of RSA 193-C, the state summative assessments 
planned for the spring of the 2014-2015 school year for grades 3-8 and grade 11, including the 
smarter balanced assessment, and the competency assessments for grades 9-12 planned for the 
spring of the 2014-2015 school year, as referenced in the department of education’s common 
core state standards implementation framework, as adopted by the state board of education in 
July of 2012, shall be not be implemented until the 2016-2017 school year. The department of 
education, in coordination with the United States Department of Education, shall make any 
necessary adjustments to the implementation framework in compliance with RSA 193-C." 
 
Full bill text: http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/2014/HB1432.html 
 
Note this Section, as introduced, does NOT prohibit annual assessments during the delay period, 
and leaves open the possibility of using an alternative assessment, like the NECAP. This option 
was raised by Ms. Heather Gage of the NH DOE during the continuation of public hearings on 
Feb 18. She, and others, offered to assist the sponsors in amending Section 1 to clarify this 
situation. Sponsors plan to offer an amendment to Section 1, in part based on suggestions 
offered by Ms. Gage following her public testimony, as well as suggestions by Ms. Laura Hainey 
of the American a Federation of Teachers, the Nashua Teachers Union and others, to clarify the 
delay of SBA testing deadlines by two or more years, while allowing for annual assessments to 
continue "in compliance with RSA 193-C." 
 
<< The unions aren’t calling for a testing moratorium and the test isn’t high-stakes in New 
Hampshire anyway. >> 
 



Though Bill Duncan wrote this on Feb 23, the American Federation of Teachers - New Hampshire 
(AFT-NH) two weeks earlier had already called for the Department of Education to WAIVE THE 
SMARTER BALANCE TESTING DEADLINE FOR AT LEAST ANOTHER TWO YEARS  in their 
"Legislative Update February 9, 2014": 
 
"We believe in assessments that support teaching and learning, and that are aligned with 
curriculum rather than narrow it.  Assessments should be focused on measuring growth and 
continuous development of students instead of arbitrary targets unconnected to how students 
learn. Assessments should be diverse, authentic, test for multiple indicators of student 
performance and provide information leading to appropriate interventions that help students, 
teachers and schools improve, not sanctions that undermine them.  Development and 
implementation of such tests must be age appropriate for the students, and teachers need to 
have appropriate computers to administer such assessments.  Because each district is at 
different stages in their teacher/staff development and student curriculum changes that meet 
Common Core Standards and the assessment of their students, the Department of Education 
should waive the Smarter Balance testing deadline for at least another two years. 
 
http://nh.aft.org/legislation/aft-nh-legislative-update-february-9-2014-0 
 
This was re-iterated in public testimony by Ms. Laura Hainey, President of AFT-NH during the 
continuation of HB1432 public hearings by the NH House Education Committee on Feb 22: 
 
"Because each district is at different stages in their teacher/staff development and student 
curriculum changes that meet Common Core Standards and the assessment of their students, 
the Department of Education should waive the Smarter Balance testing deadline for at least 
another two years." 
 
A letter sent by the Nashua Teachers Union (attached) to the NH DOE on Feb 20 states: 
 
"In closing, the Nashua Teachers' Union Executive Board and the members of its Board of 
Directors respectfully ask the NH Department of Education to allow the Nashua School District to 
choose a different state assessment other than the Smarter Balanced Assessment. The NTU 
feels that the Smarter Balanced Assessment is not age appropriate to the needs and challenges 
unique to our children." 
 
These statements by the State-level AFT, and Nashua Teachers Union (AFT Local 1044), 
expresses solidarity with AFT National President Weingarten and NEA President von Roekel, 
who BOTH called for 2 year moratoriums on the Common Core assessments and consequences 
on April 30, 2013. 
 
<< But when Tom Raffio, President & CEO of Northeast Delta Dental and Chairman of the State 
Board of Education testified, he pointed out that the bill would cost New Hampshire $116 in 
federal funding and invalidate the State’s NCLB waiver.>> 
 
This opinion may result from an erroneous conclusion that HB1432 would prohibit annual testing. 
The bill does not prohibit such testing, and the bill would maintain compliance with RSA 193-C. 
During the 2 year delay in the SBA deadline, the NH DOE would identify an alternative, such as 
NECAP or SAT, to substitute for use of Smarter Balanced Assessment during the 2-year delay. 
During the contentious hearings and floor debate on SB48 last year, the NH DOE testified that 
use, or discontinuation, of Common Core by NH in NO WAY affected NH's NCLB waiver. 
Invalidation of the NCLB waiver and loss of funding was clearly stated to NOT be tied to use of 
Common Core assessments, and evidence was provided to the House of States which received 
the NCLB waiver by non-Common-Core states. 
 
The problems associated with the Smarter Balanced Assessment are very real. The NTU letter 
states: 



 
"Most disconcerting, however, is the developmental appropriateness of the questions found within 
the Smarter Balanced Assessment. The questions are confusing, poorly worded, obviously more 
designed for adult learners rather than for children, and overly tedious and cumbersome. As 
teachers in various Nashua schools completed a Smarter Balanced practice test, they echoed 
again and again the following question: "What exactly is this test attempting to measure?" As 
educators we are not sure. If professional educators with college degrees and years of teaching 
experience at specific grade levels are frustrated, think how their students would react to 
questions on these assessments! We are not arguing that tests and assessments should not be 
challenging. We are advocating that tests and assessments should consciously veer themselves 
away from being so aggressively punitive, age inappropriate, and impersonal in nature to the 
student." 
 
Principal John Nelson also sent a letter courageous letter to the NH DoE in December 2013 
(attached). I urge you to read the entire letter, written on behalf of the teachers of Fairgrounds 
Middle School. He writes: 
 
" Listed below are some of the concerns that were shared by our staff: 
 
- I feel sad for the students who have to take this test -- not many will be successful. 
- Much is said about “depersonalizing” information as part of a learning strategy. This is not how 
students learn. 
- There is too much “stuff” going on the screen at once. It is difficult to move the icons where you 
want them. 
- Students don’t know how to use the “mouse” everything for them is “tough screen”. 
- If you leave the screen for a short period of time the information on the screen will be gone 
when you return. 
- “I tried the grade six-grade math---it was humbling. It was scary. 
- I had technology problems. If kids have these problems they’ll just quit. 
- Double-wide monitors would help. 
- I am a huge fan of concept maps but notepad does not let you do that on Smarter Balance. You 
can’t even copy and paste from the notepad into the test. 
- This was more of a test on the computer skills than on the math concepts. If I was a student I 
would just pick out an answer and move on. 
- Too tedious—kids will get sick of it and just guess to move on. 
- Kids won’t even get past the computer directions. 
 
These are just a sample of the concerns that were raised at this meeting." 
 
I hope this information helps to clarify some of the misunderstandings related to HB1432. I urge 
all of you to vote Ought to Pass on HB1432. The Bill EXECs in House Education Committee, 
LOB207 at 1 PM on Tuesday, March 4, 2014. Thanks  --dave 
 
David Murotake OCDS, Ph.D. 
NH State Representative (Nashua Ward 5, Hillsborough 32) 
Science, Technology and Energy Committee 
Chairman Curriculum and Evaluation Committee, Nashua NH Board of Education 
Mobile: 603-321-6536 
Website: http://www.murotake.com/ 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/david.murotake 
 
"Education is the Foundation of Liberty" 
 
	  


