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Amesbury Seventh-day Adventist
School

Home | About Us | Calendar | News | Academics | Tuition | Links | Application |
Contact Us

Site Search

Upcoming Events

Welcome to the Amesbury Seventh-day Adventist School!! We are
a Seventh-day Adventist school located in South Hampton, NH and
serving the greater Amesbury area.  We are committed to providing a
quality education in a Christian environment at a reasonable cost.

We invite you to find out more about our school. Call us to schedule a
visit, or explore online. To see what is happening at our school you can
check our calendar, check our news page, take the virtual facilities tour,
review our academics (teachers' qualifications and curriculum), and
read the important notices below on this page. 

Our school, founded in 1922, is part of the world-wide Seventh-day
Adventist school network.  The Seventh-day Adventist educational
system includes elementary schools, high schools, colleges, and
universities in countries around the world.

If you are interested in receiving more information about our school,
click on Contact Us.

Tour Our Outstanding Facilities:  MS PowerPoint Tour

To view PowerPoint Presentations on this site, you need PowerPoint
Viewer.  Get it here for free.
To view PDF files on this site, you need Adobe Reader.  Get it here for
free.

School Brochure: "The Amesbury Advantage:"

Need a quick overview of the advantages offered by our school?  View
and print this handy brochure.

Behind
I’m always
behind. Always.
There is always
something I
was...

Letting Go
Last week our
young-adult
son moved
out-of-state. He
just...

Notable
Grandparents
Grandmothers
come in all
shapes and
sizes and
personalities....

Amesbury Seventh-day Adventist School South Hampton NH : Home http://amesbury22.adventistschoolconnect.org/
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 Amesbury School Brochure

 

Parent/Student Handbook:

If you have questions about our mission, our admission policies, our dress
code, our expectations for parents and students, please ceck out our
Parent/Student Handbook.

 Parent/Student Handbook

Important Notices and Forms for the 2011-2012 School Year:

 School Calendar

 Field Trips

 Important Reminders

School Supplies

Transportation Information Form

Consent to Treatment Form

 

Legal Notice & Privacy Policy  

  SiteMap.   Provided by the North American Division and AdventistSchoolConnect.org © 2002-2013.   User Login / Customize.
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Amesbury Seventh-day Adventist
School

Home | About Us | Calendar | News | Academics | Tuition | Links | Application |
Contact Us

Site Search

Mission Statement
The Amesbury Seventh-day Adventist School family exists to show children Jesus, nurture their love
for Him and others, teach them to think, and empower them to serve.

Our Philosophy
The Amesbury Seventh-day Adventist School is operated by the Seventh-day Adventist Church to
provide a spiritually oriented education for children. A belief in the existence of the Creator God is
fundamental to the philosophy of Seventh-day Adventist schools. We respect His divine authority and
recognize His intervention in human affairs. We believe that true education develops the spiritual,
mental, and physical powers of each student; preparing them for the joy of service in this life and for
the higher joy of service in the life to come. To achieve this goal, we encourage each student to:

develop a loving personal relationship with God and others,
master basic academic skills,
value labor, physical and mental, as the blessing God intended, and
cultivate physical fitness, mental ability, and moral purity.

The Amesbury Seventh-day Adventist School is operated in harmony with the guidance and direction of
the Office of Education, North American Division of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Safe and Sound video presentation
Few decisions are as important -- and potentially life-changing -- as choosing a school for your

 Share 
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children.  In this video you will learn some of the history of Adventist Christian education.  Hear from
some of our committed Christian teachers and see how Adventist Christian education provides
a quality academic experience in a caring Christian environment.

Windows users: click here for video

Mac users: click here for video

Journey to Excellence video presentation
Hear from administrators, teachers, parents and students about the quality academics, strong
curriculum and integrated spiritual and moral content of our school.

Windows users:  click here for video

Mac version:  click here for video

Legal Notice & Privacy Policy  

  SiteMap.   Provided by the North American Division and AdventistSchoolConnect.org © 2002-2013.   User Login / Customize.
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What is Classical Education?
 
Classical Conversations is a leader in the home-centered education movement. It is a mission: To know God
and to make Him known. It is a model: Classical Conversations combines the classical method of learning with
a biblical worldview. It is a method: Classical Conversations families meet in communities where parents train
parents to implement home-centered education well.
 
There are two ways in which Classical Conversations "combines classical learning with a biblical worldview."
The first is the more significant:  classical education is a methodology.  In important ways, it is not content-
based—although excellent content must of course be chosen. It is a method, and its methodology is expressed
through the Trivium, three of  the seven Liberal Arts.  "Liberal," in this case, stems from the Latin word liber,
meaning "free." Education by means of the seven Liberal Arts nurtures children in ways that insure they mature
into free human beings.
 

What is the Trivium?
 
The Trivium consists of three stages: grammar, dialectic, and rhetoric. Grammar is the art of learning the terms
and facts associated with a subject.  Dialectic  is the art of  contemplating ideas within and across subjects.
Rhetoric is the art of clearly communicating the grammar and dialectic  of a subject. Classical Conversations
understands that learners move through each of  these stages every  time they  learn something new.  Young
learners  also  move  through  these  three  stages  as  they  mature  into  adults.  Hence,  generally  speaking,
elementary-aged students need to spend most of their  time simply learning the grammar of subjects. This is
perfect for them because they instinctively enjoy repetition. Preteens and early teens need to spend most of
their time learning those subjects at the more advanced dialectic level, thinking through and pondering concepts
and ideas. This harmonizes well with them because the dialectic stage requires conversation and interaction;
learners at this age tend to be more argumentative and this is an outlet for them to be so, yet learn to be so
respectfully. Teenagers need to spend most of their time learning at the more advanced rhetoric level. At this
age, they are beginning to care about how they appear to others. The rhetoric stage emphasizes not only that
students learn how to articulate themselves clearly, but that they learn to do so beautifully  and well;  in other
words, it focuses on instructing them about audience perceptions and sensitivities, and on teaching students
the rhetorical skills of understanding how they appear to others.
 
The three paths of  the Trivium also  mirror  the biblical pattern  of  learning expressed by  Proverbs 24:3-4:
knowledge—the  grammar—fills  the  metaphorical  house  of  the  soul  with  treasures;  understanding—the
dialectic—is what holds the house together, giving it integrity; wisdom—the rhetoric—is what builds it, providing
it with its final purpose. In addition,  the Trivium reflects the ancient Hebraic  model of  education,  in which a
student  first  memorized  the  grammar  of  his  heritage  (the  Old  Testament),  then  engaged  in  dialectical
conversation about it in the Temple, and finally, became the disciple of a rabbi in order to be trained rhetorically
as a master.
 

How is the Trivium Applied?
 
The second way in which Classical Conversations "combines classical learning with a biblical worldview" is with
its  intentionality  in  the  selection  of  curriculum  content.  In  teaching  with  a  biblical  worldview,  Classical
Conversations introduces biblical facts into grammar, biblical ideas and discussion into dialectic, and biblical
beauty and respect into rhetoric. Classical education does not necessarily require Classical Conversations to
teach the classics and their pagan authors, but when we do choose to do so, we do not do it exclusively: We
intentionally combine classical content with a firm biblical worldview.
 
Classical,  Christian  educators  do  include  pagan  literature  in  their  curricula—and  therefore  they  teach
information about pagan gods and goddesses. However, it is important to note that they do so in light of the
Scriptures. Classical Conversations is no exception; we do not teach the Bible independently of historical facts,
thereby relegating the revelation of God to just another one of the subjects we learn. Rather, the Bible is the
integrating factor of all that we learn (for example, history  is fully  integrated in our Classical Acts and Facts
History  Timeline Cards,  just as it was when we used the history  timeline cards produced by  our  friends at
Veritas Press).
 
It is even possible that when historical information is suppressed, a significant difficulty can arise: To teach the
Bible apart from the general revelation of God's creation and what His creatures have experienced, thought,
and produced throughout the generations prevents students from fully engaging in the dialectic. If we insulate
our children from historical facts, we must be aware of the risk we take. When our children grow up, they may
look back on the education we gave them and interpret our withholding of "pagan" knowledge from them as a
form of dishonesty. This perception that we have been dishonest with them may make them skeptical, causing
them to wonder what other information we might have withheld and what our motives may have been. It may
even drive them into an appreciation of pagan concepts and worldviews, and leave them unprotected by the
safe dialectic  about these ideas that they  would have had with their  parents and peers had they  not been
isolated from such historical realities.
 

What  is  the Difference Between Classical  Education and
Classicism?
 
Classical Conversations believes it is important to maintain a proper understanding of the grammar of classical
learning, namely that classical learning is primarily about the methodology of the Trivium. To oppose classical
education is therefore to oppose the Trivium as a methodology and by extension to oppose the biblical ideas of
knowledge, understanding, and wisdom. To oppose the Trivium using arguments against pagan classics is also
to conflate a secondary aspect of classical learning with its primary purpose. If one opposes the use of pagan
classics in education,  this position can serve as the basis for  a fruitful conversation.  It is not,  however,  an
argument against classical education as methodology. The Trivium must not be conflated with classicism, lest in
our zeal to purge what we suppose to be harmful we rid ourselves of the tools needed to learn, to know God,
and to make Him known.
 
With regard to the secondary aspect of classical learning, Classical Conversations does not wish to summarily
judge  the  classics  to  be  harmful.  Without having  deeply  engaged in  a  dialectical conversation  about the
classics,  we  cannot  have  the  knowledge,  understanding,  and  wisdom  to  discern  their  harmfulness  or
beneficence faithfully. We have to have a conversation in which we engage the question Louise Cowan asks
in Invitation to the Classics, "But why in particular should followers of Christ be interested in the classics? Is
Scripture not sufficient in itself for all occasions? What interest do Christians have in the propagation of the
masterworks? The answer is as I indicated at the beginning of  this essay: Many of  us in the contemporary
world have been misled by the secularism of our epoch; we expect proof if we are to believe in the existence of
a spiritual order.  Our  dry,  reductionist reason leads us astray,  so that we harden our  hearts against the
presence of the holy. Something apart from family or church must act as mediator, to restore our full humanity,
to endow us with the imagination and the heart to believe" (Cowan, Louise and Guinness, Os, eds. Invitation to
the Classics. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1998, p. 23).
 
After all, this is what Christian educators are ultimately after—or should be after. Classical Conversations seeks
to help parents who want to raise their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. We want children to
have "the imagination and the heart to believe," to know God and to make Him known. In fact,  this is what

What is Classical Education - Common - Classical Conversations! http://www.classicalconversations.com/common/what-is-classical-education
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©1997-2012 Classical Conversations Inc.
PO Box 909, West End, NC 27376

Bookstore/Order inquiries only
CustomerService@ClassicalConversations.com

General program or curriculum inquiry?
ProgramInfo@ClassicalConversations.com

Other Inquiry?
Info@ClassicalConversations.com

classical educators of centuries past were after, which is why the seven Liberal Arts culminated in the study of
theology. They were handmaidens to the queen of the arts, theology. And what is theology if not the study of
God that we might know Him and make Him known?

 

 

Home | FAQ | Request a Catalog | Online Catalog | Conference Schedule | Online Bookstore | Merchandise and Gifts | Our Partners | Store Return Policy | Contact Us | Leigh Bortins | Faith Statement |
Press Room | CC Portal | New Classical Portal | CC Webmail | Articles | Product Submission Guidelines | Report website problem | Advertisers | Employment | Menu for Tablet Users
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Christian Home Educators of New Hampshire
Username Password 

Create new account Request new password

Christian Home Educators of NH began as a local homeschool support group in Hillsborough in 1988 before there was a home school

law. In those days parents had to ask permission and show evidence of some hardship (religious, etc) and then submit to the whims of

local officials.

This was changed in 1990 with the passage of RSA193-A and associated rules Ed315.

CHENH became a statewide organization intent on lobbying the legislature during a contentious process that pitted state bureaucrats,

wanting complete control over home education, against parents who wanted complete autonomy. The result was something in the

middle and CHENH has remained active trying to keep State regulation to a minimum ever since.

Scott Somerville was the first President of CHENH and later moved on to work as an attorney for Home School Legal Defense

Association (HSLDA). Mike Donnelly, HSLDA attorney who currently represents homeschoolers in NH, was also a former CHENH

Governor.

The current Board of Governors is a group of seven Christian men who continue to watch pending legislation, advise new homeschool

parents, track local events, sponsor a state convention, and lobby both the legislature and our grassroots when important issues arise.

If you are interested in involvement on the Board, please contact us.

There are also vacancies for vital committee positions that must be filled for us to be effective.

History | Christian Home Educators of New Hampshire https://www.chenh.org/AboutUs
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Christian Home Educators of New Hampshire
Username Password 

Create new account Request new password

Our Vision is that Christian parents (both father and mother together) will raise and disciple their children following biblical principles, preparing them

physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually to be effective participants in God's kingdom.

Our Mission is to

encourage and motivate parents to educate and disciple their own children;1.

equip and assist parents to educate and disciple their own children;2.

to represent home educators before the NH state government, protecting their freedom and responsibility to educate and disciple

their children;

3.

to cooperate with like-minded organizations working at the local, state, and federal levels.4.

Charter | Christian Home Educators of New Hampshire https://www.chenh.org/AboutUs/Charter
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Welcome to the First Agape Website

A ministry outreach of First Assembly of God in Auburn, NH

www.manchesterassembly.org

 

This will be the second greatest adventure you have ever undertaken. Why do we say second? The

greatest adventure is your personal walk with Christ which is the foundation for this undertaking.

Though the road is neither glamorous nor easy, you will reap great rewards because Jesus will be at

the center. For it is in knowing that our children are a heritage and gift from God, and it is our

responsibility to teach and train them in all areas of life. It is our deepest desire that they, above all

else, will love the Lord with all their heart, mind and soul. We pray that as you begin this journey, your

focus will not be diverted, but clearly stayed upon the Lord. For in Him and through His Word shall we

find wisdom and understanding.

 

As a church, our vision is to be a lighthouse and a “House of Grace” to our surrounding community,

and so we are here to serve the needs of homeschooling families. Our focus is on building families

according to biblical principles and raising children according to God’s Word. We believe the Bible

should be the cornerstone of all of our educational endeavors.

As the challenges of homeschooling come, remember the Lord used a child with only five loaves of

bread and two fish to feed the five thousand with 12 baskets left over. Surely He knows our

inadequacies and our children’s needs. He never called us to do anything based on the merits of our

strength. He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think. (Eph 3:20).

 

To find out more go to www.manchesterassembly.org and click on "What We Believe" on the left side

of the web page.

Home

Welcome to First Agape! | First Agape Homeschool Co-Op http://www.firstagape.org/who
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Here we will attempt to address initial steps needed in order for you to start your homeschool.

1. Get plugged into a support group. First Agape holds monthly meetings every 2nd Tuesday of the

month from September to May. The meetings are held at First Assembly of God in Auburn, NH. For

directions go to www.manchesterassembly.org . First Assembly of God is also where we meet on

Tuesdays and Thursdays for co-op classes. Click on the "Class Schedule" link to view the class

schedule and on the  "Class Discriptions" link for upcoming classes for the school year. There is no

formal membership process and you do not need to be a member of First Assembly to be a part of

First Agape. Just a homeschool family looking for some great resources and opportunities.

2. You'll want to begin choosing your curriculum. There are a couple different avenues to take. Some

homeschool parents prefer the "package deal". For example, Christian Liberty Academy in Arlington

Heights, Illinois. They offer different curriculum packages for one price. The packages include all

subjects and take the "guess work" out of choosing subjects. You can check them out at

http://www.homeschools.org/index.html. Some homeschool parents prefer the Math course from

Abeka and the Science course from Bob Jones. It's best to talk with as many people as you can who

have been homeschooling and glean from their experience.

3. You will need to send a "Letter of Intent" to a participatory agency informing them that you will be

homeschooling for the coming school year. In this letter you will need to include [a] the name, birth

date, and complete address of each child participating in a home education program (from age 6 to

16, as of September 30); [b] the name(s), telephone number(s), and complete address of

parent(s)/guardian(s). To protect your privacy, you may also want to add "All information provided

herein is considered privileged and confidential. Any further disclosure of this information requires

written parental consent prior to such disclosure." It is encouraged to send in the letter of notification

to arrive on or before the start date of your local school district to be within compulsory attendance

regulations. The law says that participatory agency can be your local superintendents office, the state

dept. of Ed., or a private school that acts as a participatory agency. Milford Christian Academy in

Milford, NH, Tri-City Christian Academy in Somersworth, NH, and Mount Zion in Bedford, NH are a

few examples of a participatory agency.

4. You will want to view the latest laws on what your state requires for homeschooled children. If you

live in New Hampshire you can go to http://www.ed.state.nh.us/education/doe/organization/curriculum

/HomeEducation.htm click on "Technical Advisories", click on "Subject: HB 406 Home Education:

notification of change in the procedure for establishing a Home Education Program (information

provided by Chris Hamilton, Beaver Lodge Homeschool).

Home

New to Homeschool &/Or First Agape? | First Agape Homeschool Co-Op http://www.firstagape.org/new
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5.  For more information and helpful links check out our Welcome Packet by clicking on this link: 

http://www.firstagape.org/node/178 .

Designed and maintained by Eternal Hat.

New to Homeschool &/Or First Agape? | First Agape Homeschool Co-Op http://www.firstagape.org/new
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Distinctives  Video  Curriculum  4th Edition  New Arrivals  Diagnosis and Prescription

On the surface, most schools look alike—buildings, personnel, curriculum, and
budgets. The A.C.E. program is different. For over 40 years, it has been the
trendsetter in Biblical educational reform. Its philosophy is built on basic principles
of the Word of God. Students are taught to see life from God’s point of view, to
take responsibility for their own learning, and to walk in Godly wisdom and
character. Accelerated Christian Education® is not just a publisher but a
comprehensive Bible-based program that serves both the campus-based school and
the homeschool.

Click on each of the links below to learn the distinctives that set the A.C.E. curriculum
apart.

At A.C.E., our purpose in providing educational materials goes beyond simply helping
students learn the academics required to enter college or get a good job. We desire to build
in students a life-long burning passion to learn and grow spiritually. It is one thing to want
children to be successful and quite another to provide the academic and character training
to ensure this accomplishment.

Character Development

Godly character training is part of the A.C.E. learning experience, and it prepares students
to welcome and accept challenges and future opportunities. Sixty character traits, such as
kindness, loyalty, and honesty, are taught within the curriculum. Students can observe
character development in the true-to-life character strips and then apply the Godly
character lessons to their own lives.

Scriptural Foundation

Challenging and highly effective, the A.C.E. program is an extraordinary educational
approach, Biblical in its core, that prepares students for tomorrow’s world while giving
them traditional moral values that will last a lifetime.

The curriculum conveys Biblical values and concepts considered foundational to meaningful
interpersonal relationships and productive learning in such a way as to become life-shaping
influences.

Accelerated Christian Education—a unique program for this time in history—is building
Godly citizens and Christian leaders of tomorrow. A.C.E. is your servant to meet the
educational needs of today, with the traditional values of yesterday, and the technology of
tomorrow.

With A.C.E.’s concept of individualized learning, students don’t just get by—they get ahead!
To God be the glory!

Home

Store

Curriculum

Assessments
(Includes Stanford 10)

Customer Service

School Services

Homeschool

Distance Learning
(LCA)

Training

aceconnect
eLearning Portal

Student Conventions
and Programs

Global Support

A.C.E. News

Downloads

About Us

Employment

A.C.E. Curriculum http://www.aceministries.com/curriculum/?content=main&distinctive=bib...
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Online Diagnostic Test | Technology Training Student Login | Technology Training Adminstrator Login | LCA Parents’ Link

Technical Support | Contact A.C.E. | Statement of Faith | Copyright | Disclaimer | Feedback | Site Map

©2013 Accelerated Christian Education, Inc.
The contents of this website may not be reproduced in any form without written permission from Accelerated Christian Education, Inc.
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Christian education is not an alternative. It is not a luxury. It is 
not even just a good idea. It is the law of God. It is the law that 
He gave to our forefathers, and it is the same law that He now 
gives to us. It is the GREAT COMMANDMENT.

Since 1970, Accelerated Christian Education has been 
helping pastors and parents by developing and publishing 
quality, character-building Christian educational materials 
for Grade Levels K3-12. By integrating character-building 
principles and Scripture memory into the academics, the 
program helps children grow to see life from God’s point 
of view.  By focusing on the individual needs of each child, 
the A.C.E. program helps children master each concept  
before moving to the next concept.  Children learn how to set 
goals and take responsibility for their own learning. The result? 
Graduates have excellent academic knowledge and the strength 
of character to do right!

Whether you choose to participate in a Christian private school 
or a homeschool, Accelerated Christian Education is here to 
assist you in training your children and help you obey the 
GREAT COMMANDMENT.

Accelerated Christian Education
P.O. Box 160509

Nashville, TN 37115
www.aceministries.com

15911-06
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The Great Commandment

A Most Important Question

In the Book of Matthew, the Bible records that a lawyer came 
to see Jesus.  When this attorney came and presented himself to the 
Saviour, the Son of God, he asked Him one of the most important 
questions in all the world.

Although not in these same words, he inquired, “Master, in the 
Bible there are many commandments.”  The Jews had categorized 
the laws of God and found 613 different commands in the Old 
Testament.  He continued, “I understand that we are supposed to obey 
these commands, but I have one question.  Of the 613, which is the 
most important?  What is the one commandment that, among all the  
others, the Son of God would say is to get the most attention?  Which 
one is to get the greatest height of obedience in our lives?”

The First and Great Commandment

Jesus responded to the lawyer by saying, in Matthew 22:37-38,

“. . . Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  
This is the first and great commandment.”    

Out of all the commandments that God had issued to mankind in 
His Word, Jesus clearly stated that this was the most important.  He 
said that, above all else, we are to love the Lord our God with all our 
hearts, all our souls, and all our minds.  Jesus further emphasized 
the importance of this command when He said that all of the law and 
all of the words of the prophets hang on the commandments given in 
Matthew 22:37-40.

©1999 Accelerated Christian Education, Inc.
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Israelites knew it was of utmost importance for man to hear and 
obey this greatest command of the Lord.  This portion of Scripture is 
furthermore the same passage Jesus referred to when he answered  
the lawyer’s question about the Great Commandment.  When we 
consider the importance of this passage to the Israelites, also 
remembering that Jesus Himself referred to verse five of this passage 
as the greatest commandment, we are compelled to realize that it is 
indeed of utmost importance.

A Closer Look

We need to carefully examine this instruction which God 
originally gave to the Israelites and which Jesus later quoted as the 
Great Commandment.  Every parent, as well as every individual who 
ever has the privilege of being involved in the education of any child, 
must take this very seriously.  God wrote His Word in order for us 
to have the privilege of obeying it unto a full and happy life.  Let us, 
then, for the blessing of both ourselves and our children, look closely 
at the Shema of Deuteronomy six.

With our Western mentality, we think Deuteronomy 6:5 is the 
sum total of the Great Commandment.  We have often heard this much 
and no more, so in our thinking the Great Commandment begins and 
ends with this verse.

However, the Israelite mind does not respond in this manner.  In 
written Hebrew, there are no periods, question marks, or commas.  
How, then, we may wonder, can they tell when a sentence ends?  
They know by the grammatical construction of the writing.  Hebrew 
sentences are not short and simple like most written in English.  A 
Hebrew sentence could be more like a paragraph, especially if the 
text is of great importance.  Such is the situation encountered in 
Deuteronomy six.  The sentence begins with verse four and does not 
come to a stop until verse twelve.

Actually, this can be seen to some extent in the English 
translation.  By mentally removing the punctuation marks, the flow of 
the sentence may be seen by the use of the conjunction “and.”  Each 

A Little Background

When Jesus gave this great command, He was quoting directly 
from the Book of Deuteronomy.  Developing an understanding, 
therefore, of the historical and cultural background of this passage  
will greatly increase its usefulness in our lives.

Our Western culture sometimes acts as a barrier to us in 
understanding the Scripture, which was written within the context of 
an Eastern culture.  There are many Eastern concepts, which pertain 
to everyday life and which are readily understood by those within  
that culture, that can be misunderstood by people of a Western 
background.  Similarly, for one of Hebrew heritage, numerous Biblical 
statements may be very clear and easily comprehended due to his 
background and experience.  However, for those in a contrasting 
Western culture, these same statements may require extensive 
explanation.  Psalm 78:5-7 serves as an excellent example of this 
cultural dilemma.

“For he established a testimony in Jacob, and 
appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our 
fathers, that they should make them known to their 
children: That the generation to come might know 
them, even the children which should be born; who 
should arise and declare them to their children: That 
they might set their hope in God . . . .” 

The “testimony” or “law” the Psalmist speaks of in verse 
five is not readily discernible to the Western mind.  This lack of 
familiarity leaves the Western reader wondering just what exactly is 
the testimony or law that they should make known to their children.  
It is clear, then, that an understanding of the historical and cultural  
background of numerous Scriptures is a necessity if we are to derive 
the entire meaning of God’s words to their fullest extent.

Such a study reveals to us what the Hebrew mind took for 
granted: the “testimony” or “law” the Psalmist refers to is most 
certainly the law found in Deuteronomy chapter six.  This portion 
of Scripture is known as the Shema, which means “to hear.”  The 
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That is a total of twenty “ands”!  The exact number of “ands,” 
of course, is not so important, but the contextual principle behind 
this is very important.  The entire passage is the equivalent of one 
Hebrew sentence!  Within the space of this one Hebrew sentence, the 
Lord states the principle of the Great Commandment, expands upon 
it, illustrates it, and closes it with a word of warning for those who 
forget the Lord.  It is important to keep in mind that in the original 
language this is a contextual whole.  It is not something to be taken 
apart, picking and choosing what we like and disregarding the rest.

How many times have we, however, glossed over the context of 
the Great Commandment and forgotten entirely to look at the “hows,” 
“whys,” and “wherefores” of this most important passage!  If we are 
to fulfill this command to love the Lord our God with all of our hearts, 
souls, and might, then we must find out what the Bible has to say 
about the way we are to do so.  We can do this by studying the Great 
Commandment in its entire context of Deuteronomy 6:1-12.  Verse 
one begins,

“Now these are the commandments, the statutes, 
and the judgments, which the LORD your God 
commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in 
the land whither ye go to possess it.”  

Remember when the Lord gave this word to the Israelites, they 
were on their way to the promised land, having just been delivered 
from the hand of Egypt by the mighty power of God.  His awesome 
greatness had been manifested through the plagues upon the land 
of Egypt.  The firstborn sons of the Israelites had been spared from 
death during the final of the ten judgments upon Egypt by applying 
the blood of the passover lamb to their doorposts.  After this, God had 
miraculously opened the Red Sea to allow the passage of His people 
from danger into safety.  With the memories of these history-making 
events fresh in their minds, God issued the Great Commandment and 
its explanation to them.

“That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to 
keep all his statutes and his commandments, which I 
command thee . . .”

verse, from five through eleven, begins with this word.  This indicates 
to the reader that he has not yet reached the end and that he should 
therefore continue reading.  Look at the passage and note the number 
of times the word “and” occurs.

“And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine 
heart,  
 and with all thy soul,  
 and with all thy might.

And these words, which I command thee this day,  
shall be in thine heart:

And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children,  
 and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine  
  house,  
 and when thou walkest by the way,  
 and when thou liest down,  
 and when thou risest up.

And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand,  
 and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.

And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house,  
 and on thy gates.

And it shall be, when the Lord thy God shall have 
brought thee into the land which he sware unto thy 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac,  
 and to Jacob, to give thee great  
 and goodly cities, which thou buildedst not,

And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not,  
 and wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards   
 and olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou  
  shalt have eaten  
 and be full;

Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which  
brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from  
the house of bondage.”       (Deuteronomy 6:5-12)
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In verse five we find the Great Commandment.

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:  
And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” 

 (Deuteronomy 6:4-5)

After the initial phrase commanding us to love God “. . . with all 
thine heart, . . . soul, and . . . might,” the Scripture continues, “And 
these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart.”

The command is clear:  we are to love the Lord with every part of 
our being.  It is impossible to truly love someone until we know them.  
Everything we know about God comes primarily from the Bible.  It is 
imperative, therefore, that we become intimately familiar with God’s 
Word, acquainting ourselves with our Father’s ways, His heart, His 
mind, and everything about Him.  As we truly and deeply know Him, 
we will most certainly love Him.

How do we put God’s words into our hearts?  We must begin by 
meeting Jesus Christ in a personal way, and then we must literally 
place the very Words of God, the Bible, into our hearts.  We must 
study them, meditate upon them, memorize them, and apply them.  
May we say with the Psalmist, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, 
that I might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:105).  Note the great 
interconnection between loving God and hiding His Words in our 
hearts.

Now let us examine the following phrase of Scripture.  “. . . AND 
THOU SHALT TEACH THEM DILIGENTLY UNTO THY CHILDREN...” 
Everything is tied together here in a wonderful, life-changing—
and even nation-changing—unity!   The command is to love the 
Lord, the “how-to” is by putting His Word into our hearts, and the 
following phrases tell us exactly how we may instill these Godly 
values, lifestyles, and ideals into our children and our children’s 
children for generations to come.  

“. . . teach them diligently unto thy children . . . .”  How are 
we to do this?  The Scripture contains everything we need to know 
pertaining to Godliness and living a whole, full, and joyful life, and 
it certainly does not stop short on this, the most important of all 

Who is to keep these laws, statutes, and commandments?  The 
next phrase explains:

“. . . thou, and thy son, and thy son’s son . . .”

Listed here are three generations.  Does this mean these 
laws are to be taught for exactly three generations, and that the 
fourth generation should cease to teach them?  No, of course 
not!  The Hebrew parent knew this meant each consecutive son 
had a responsibility to learn, and each generation of parents and 
grandparents had a responsibility to teach.  How long should each 
individual practice this principle?

“. . . all the days of thy life . . .”

What benefit would be derived from following this command?

“. . . that thy days may be prolonged.”

Here is the key to long life: keep the principles of the Word of 
God.  This is true both for the individual and for the nations, as verse 
three reveals.

“Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; 
that it may be well with thee, and that ye may 
increase mightily, as the LORD God of thy fathers 
hath promised thee, in the land that floweth with 
milk and honey.”

For a nation to be great politically, culturally, economically, 
militarily, legally, and agriculturally, it must keep and obey the Word 
of God.  These principles must be planted deep within the law and 
culture of a land for it to remain a great and prosperous nation.  This 
is why America has been blessed in the past, and why it is slipping 
from greatness today.  To the degree our nation obeys or ignores these 
commands, it will be blessed or judged of God.  We must return to 
the Word of God and bring unscriptural practices to a halt.  The Bible 
must once again become the sociological basis of our culture.
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our children in Sunday school.  But, as we can see clearly from the 
above text, that is not exactly what God commanded us to do.  In fact, 
it is not nearly what He commanded us to do!  God never said He 
wanted this to be a “Sunday school commandment.”  He did, however, 
show us that He wants this to be an “everyday commandment.”  He 
wants it to pervade every sphere of our lives for every single day that 
we ever live.  God commanded that He wants His Book, the Bible—the 
only Book ever written by God and the only book that will stand the 
test of eternity—to be that which we diligently teach our children not 
only on Sunday, but also on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday.  God has commanded us to teach this to our 
children pervasively and diligently!

On Sunday, we take our children and put them in front of Godly 
Christians, telling these teachers, “Be sure you give my children solid 
instruction honoring the Word of God.  Be sure you diligently teach 
my children this Book so they will learn to hold it as a lamp unto 
their feet and a light unto their paths.  Teach them that this Book will 
instruct them in the way wherein they should go, enabling them to 
live life to its fullest.”  Is it not, then, truly amazing when on Monday 
it suddenly becomes okay for us to take those same precious children 
and put them in front of an un-Godly teacher in a school not even 
pretending to honor the Word of God?  We place those children under 
instruction where the Bible is demeaned and where the very Word of 
God is surgically cut out and removed from everything they are taught 
at home and at church about life.

God has expressly taught us that we must never, never, never 
allow such a thing to happen.  He has commanded us to diligently 
teach our children to love the Lord in every sphere of their lives, 
with all their hearts, all their souls, and all their minds.  This is to be 
priority number one!

Start Early and Begin Simply

Now that we have established the absolute necessity of Godly 
instruction, the next logical thing is to ask, “When should this 

instructions.  The very next phrase explains and illustrates how we 
are to go about teaching our children with all diligence.

“. . . and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up . . .”

In other words, whether we are at home or outside, whether it is 
morning or evening, whether we are working or resting, or whether 
we are doing any activity we could possibly imagine, that is when we 
are to be diligently teaching our children about the Lord and His great 
love!

“And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine 
eyes.”

In Biblical days, the Jewish men literally fulfilled this instruction 
by wearing phylacteries.  The phylactery worn on the forehead was 
called a frontlet, being positioned between the eyebrows.  It contained 
four portions of Scripture, including Deuteronomy 6:4-9.  The men 
would thus be constantly reminded of God’s Word, and doubtless 
every time the children looked at their father, they would see the 
frontlet and be reminded as well.  Another phylactery was worn on 
the left arm in a similar manner.  

Just as the Jewish men kept God’s Word always before them, 
so should we keep His Word ever before us. It should be constantly 
leading and guiding us, even as a lamp unto our feet and a light unto 
our paths.  When we walk consistently in the ways of the Lord, our 
children will be always reminded that it is truly in God and His love 
that our paths in life are made bright.  We must make His Word such 
a daily part of our lives that it is as if we had signs upon our hands 
and frontlets between our eyes. 

The Great Sunday School Commission?

Many have called Deuteronomy 6:7 “The Great Sunday School 
Commission.”  We certainly must take the Word of God and teach it to 
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pastor has had parents come to him with hearts broken over their 
wayward and hurting children.  At times, they may say, “Pastor, 
please pray for my grown children.  When they were little, we took 
them to church faithfully.  Now they have gone off to college and 
have drifted away from the Lord.  They’re sowing their wild oats right 
now, but I know they’re going to come back someday, just like the 
Bible says they will.  Please pray for them until that happens.”  One 
pastor’s response to such a statement was, “Of course I’ll pray for 
them, and I also want to see them when they are in town.  However, 
exactly what Scripture are you referring to when you say that God 
said they would go away and then come back?”  He was given 
Proverbs 22:6 as a response.

Well-meaning parents often quote Proverbs 22:6.  Like many 
people, they may believe this verse means that if they take their 
children to church, although the children may go into a life of sin for 
a time, they will eventually come back to the Lord.  However, that is 
not what this passage is teaching at all!  In the Hebrew, this verse 
literally says, “. . . while he is growing old, he will not depart from 
it.”  In English, that is the equivalent of the progressive tense, not the 
future tense!  The concept is not that the child will depart and then 
come back at some future time.  It is rather that he will not depart as 
he is continuously and progressively growing.

The Word of God is a book of promise, but it is also a book 
of commandment.  It is imperative that we understand that this 
particular promise in Proverbs 22:6 is conditional.  In other words, a 
certain condition must be met before this blessing will come to pass 
in the lives of our children.  The condition is that we must “train up a 
child in the way he should go . . . .”

Touch the Palate
Consider what Solomon, the writer of Proverbs and the wisest 

man who ever lived, meant when he told parents to “train up a 
child in the way he should go.”  Solomon took this phrase from a 
saying among the Hebrew mothers.  Train up a child may literally be 
translated “touch the palate of a child.”   God teaches us that if we 

instruction begin?”  Should it start in kindergarten, elementary, junior 
high, or high school?  God is faithful to answer this question as well.  
Isaiah 28:9 says,

“Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom 
shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are 
weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.”

We are to begin teaching both knowledge and doctrine from 
the time the child is weaned.  Just how old is that?  It varies from 
child to child, but a good average might be at about one year old.  
So, from the time the child is about one year old, we should begin 
to expose him to and teach him about “knowledge” and “doctrine.”  
Knowledge refers to life in general, whereas doctrine has to do with 
the things of God.  Now, this obviously does not mean we should hold 
a baby in our arms and quote Einstein’s theory of relativity or explain 
deep theological word studies from the Greek or Hebrew!  What a 
ridiculous and funny sight that would be!  The proper way to teach a 
child is described in the next verse, Isaiah 28:10, which tells us,

“For precept must be upon precept, precept upon 
precept;  line upon line, line upon line; here a little, 
and there a little.”

We must begin guiding our children in the ways of Godliness 
unto life in a simple, repetitious manner.  Begin with the very simple 
and eventually move to the more complex by building line upon line, 
precept upon precept.

Train Up a Child

Perhaps one of the most famous verses in the Bible regarding the 
raising of children is Proverbs 22:6, which states,

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.”

In finding the true meaning of this verse, it is important to 
realize a common misconception about it.  No doubt, nearly every  
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Cease to Hear the Instruction . . . !

Notice the phrase in Proverbs 22:6 that states, “. . . in the way 
that he should go . . . .”  That is inclusive of everything God has 
considered important enough to put in His Word.  It includes all the 
commandments, statutes, and judgments of the Lord in both the Old 
and New Testaments.  Furthermore, according to Proverbs 19:27, it 
also excludes anything that is not consistent with God’s Word.

“Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that 
causeth to err from the words of knowledge.”

Not only is the child to be taught all the principles of Scripture, 
but he is to be shielded from anything contrary to the way in which 
he should go.  Does that mean we are to be careful that we do not 
have him exposed to just a little bit of humanism, just a little bit of 
evolutionary theory, and just a little bit of all the other multitudes 
of unscriptural concepts?  Not even so our children will understand 
“what the world is like”?  Yes, that is exactly what it means!  Notice 
what the verse does not say.  It does not say, “You would be better off 
not to listen to it,” or “I would not recommend that you listen to it.”  
It says, very clearly, “Cease to hear it!”

Going Back to Egypt Every Day

After God led the Israelites out of Egypt, opened the Red Sea, 
delivered them from the hand of Pharaoh, and then gave them the 
Great Commandment, do you suppose they got their children up every 
morning, washed their faces, fed them breakfast, got them dressed, 
put a sack lunch in their hands, and then sent them back down the 
path to Egypt for school?  Of  course not!  Yet that is what so many 
parents do today!

Tragically, there are countless parents who love the Lord and 
believe His Word, yet every morning they get their children up and 
send them back into Egypt!  These parents place their children in 
schools where their palates are touched daily by un-Godly people who 
develop un-Godly hungers in them.  Unwarily, they send them into a  

touch the palate of a child in the way he should go, then when he 
grows old he will never depart from that way.

Do you know where your palate is?  The soft palate is the 
sensitive upper portion on the roof of the mouth that extends back to 
the uvula, which is the little piece hanging down at the entrance to 
the throat.  Touching the palate causes a natural swallowing reaction.  
If you put your finger on your tongue and inch it back, you will 
know immediately when you have touched your soft palate.  When a 
newborn babe is first brought to its mother and the mother gives her  
child its first milk, the milk touches the soft part of the palate and the 
child automatically swallows.  It is this principle that Jewish mothers 
used in weaning their children.

At the time when the Bible was written, mothers did not have 
baby food companies to whom they could go as they began to wean 
their children.  The mother would take a small bit of food, chew it 
herself, and put it on her finger.  After that, she would get the baby to 
smile, put her finger on the palate, and the child would automatically 
swallow the food.  She was thus developing in her child the hunger 
for the food that was on her finger.  Before long, an interesting thing 
would begin to happen.  All the mother would have to do was hold up 
that finger, and the child’s mouth would open because the child had 
developed a hunger and a taste for the food on her finger.

Remember: Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, wrote 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit that if you touch the palate of 
a child, when he grows old, then the hungers you have placed in him 
will stay with him throughout his life. 

The first lesson a child learns in life is how to eat solid food.  
It is not how to change his diaper, make up his bed, or pick up his 
socks.  It is how to swallow solid food.  The principle is that from the 
very first lesson, the touching of the palate, parents should begin to 
train the child up in the way he should go.  In other words, we must 
teach our children in the ways of God from the very beginning.
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knowing about evil in the first place!  Satan, however, invented a lie 
that is still being perpetuated today, saying,

“For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, 
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as 
gods, knowing good and evil.”

Satan twisted the truth, telling them that their eyes would be 
opened and they would be like gods.  From that fateful day until now, 
the idea has been handed down that it is necessary to instruct our 
children both in the good and in the evil, and the results have been 
painfully obvious. 

In order to combat this lie, we must remember and heed  
Romans 16:19.  We must teach our children to be “wise unto that 
which is good, and simple concerning evil.”  We must protect our 
most precious possessions from the “garbage” that is destroying a 
generation.  Just how much do you have to know about something 
to be “simple” regarding it?  Absolutely nothing!  That is what God’s 
Word is communicating to us:  know nothing about evil.  On the 
contrary, we are to train up our children in the way they should go, 
which is the way of righteousness, Godliness, and life.

The lie of the philosophy of exposure, however, has nonetheless 
been perpetuated in our nation as we have placed our trust in secular 
educators, who expose the children to all manner of un-Godly ideas.  
We must realize that a child’s mind does not have to be dragged 
through the gutter for him to be educated!  In fact, education is of 
a much higher quality without exposure to evil.  By following the 
humanistic philosophy of exposure, the public education system has 
left numerous children functionally illiterate.  In addition, many more 
children are addicted to various substances, and literally millions 
are void of the solid Christian values that would enable them to live 
lives full of righteousness, peace, and joy.  Government schools have 
nearly destroyed a generation by teaching contrary to Scripture.  
All the while, God is saying, “. . . I would have you wise unto that 
which is good, and simple concerning evil.”  In spite of the alarming 
state of our nation’s educational system, the philosophy of exposure 
continues to be widely used.

school system that has literally legislated God and the Bible 
completely out of it!  It allows the children to see things they should 
never see and hear things they should never hear.  God has so 
clearly commanded us to train our children diligently and daily in the 
principles of His Word, yet multitudes of Christian parents send their 
children every day into an educational system that directly opposes 
what He has commanded us to teach our children.

These parents are not acting out of rebellion.  It is rather in 
ignorance that they do this.  However, God is shaking the church in 
America today with the principles of His Word. “And the times of this 
ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where 
to repent” (Acts 17:30).  The times of ignorance are a thing of the 
past.  God has made known His will in this matter, and we will have 
to answer to a sovereign and holy God regarding the education of our 
children.

Combating a Philosophy of Exposure

A common reaction to the foregoing assertions might be, “We 
live in a day when a great education is a great exposure to all kinds of 
ideas!”  However, the One Who created you, the One Who gives you 
life, the One Who says that you will someday stand in His presence, 
giving an account for every thought you have ever had, every word 
you have ever spoken, and every deed you have ever done, has 
commanded you to the contrary.  The principle of separation from evil 
is repeated throughout the Bible.  Romans 16:19 states,

“. . . I would have you wise unto that which is 
good, and simple concerning evil.”

This straightforward statement should put to rest the foolish 
modern idea that we should teach children both good and evil, truth 
and error, right and wrong, and then let them make up their own 
minds as to which they prefer.  Such a philosophy is humanism in 
its worst form.  This idea first originated with Satan in the Garden of 
Eden.  God told Adam and Eve not to eat of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil.  God knew we would be much better off without 
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Exposure to evil has, in fact, created tremendous confusion in the 
minds of today’s society.

When we are wise in good and simple in evil, God crushes Satan 
under our feet!  This is promised in Romans 16:20.

“. . . I would have you wise unto that which is 
good, and simple concerning evil.  And the God of 
peace shall bruise Satan under your feet . . . .”

 (Romans 16:20)

It is in the knowledge and obedience of the truth, of life, and of 
goodness that we overcome evil.  When we expose our children to the 
life of God, they will be able to discern sin a mile away.  Confusion 
naturally disappears, because “. . . God is not the author of confusion, 
but of peace . . .” (I Corinthians 14:33).

Secular psychologists, psychiatrists, and educators continue 
to respond, however, that by protecting the child from un-Godly 
teachings, you will warp his personality.  They may say, “He needs to 
know about these things so he will be well-rounded.  Do you want to 
put him in a ‘hot house’?”

A father recently looked for a Christian school in which to enroll 
his oldest daughter.  Someone asked him, “You mean you want to put 
your daughter in a hot house?”  He described how that sounded like 
such a terribly intimidating idea!  He could just imagine his precious 
daughter, sitting there all day long, sweating and suffering.  However, 
one day he asked a horticulturist how a hot house was used.  The 
horticulturist explained that a hot house is the place where the best, 
most exclusive, valuable, and expensive plants are grown.  Delicate, 
valuable plants are not put out on a hillside where they are exposed 
to damaging winds, rain, heat, and other harsh elements.  They are 
treated special.  They are put in hot houses where every element is 
carefully controlled for the good of the plant.  They are placed in as 
near a perfect environment as possible.

How much more important it is, then, for children to be placed 
in the best possible environment, free from the damaging elements of  

A pastor was shocked to see copies of textbooks from a junior 
high school in Largo County, Florida.  They contained sentence 
after sentence of the lowest, four-letter gutter words that could 
be imagined.  It was absolutely filthy.  When asked what he had 
done with the materials, the pastor replied that he and thirteen 
other pastors had taken the textbooks to the local superintendent of 
schools.  These men thought the superintendent would be shocked 
and would act immediately to have such offensive material removed 
from the classrooms.  Instead, he responded, “Well, of course, how do 
you expect to educate children unless you expose them to the reality 
of life?”  

That is not education!  That is perversion, and that is how our 
nation came to be in the mess it is in today.  “Knowing good from 
evil” is not the same thing as “knowing good and evil.”  By learning 
to be “wise unto that which is good,” we will automatically be able to 
detect that which is evil.  It is not necessary to study evil in order to 
know what it is!  How obvious it is that children do not need a course 
in the “art of effective sinning!”  They will pick up more than enough 
of that without any help or training whatsoever. 

A good illustration of this principle can be seen in how bankers 
are taught to detect counterfeit money.  A teller was asked, “Did 
they send you to counterfeit money school?  Did they show you 
all the different kinds of paper and ink that have been used in 
counterfeiting?”

She smiled, shaking her head from side to side.  Then she 
replied, “No, none of those things.  They showed us the special paper 
and ink used to make genuine money.  All we were allowed to handle 
was the real thing.  As a result, when counterfeit money comes across 
the gate, we can detect it instantly.”

The same principle applies in education.  Do not educate children 
by exposing them to evil; this only creates confusion in their minds.  
The evidence of more than fifty years of using the philosophy of 
exposure is seen in today’s confused generation.  Suicide is rampant, 
and children are killing other children.  To many people, nothing is 
black and white anymore.  There are just various shades of gray.  
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which was spoken by God through the apostle Paul, was an 
instruction that was rarely spoken.  It was most often shouted.

As you drive through your town or city, you may come across a 
junkyard fence with a bold sign on it reading “Beware of dog.”  This, 
too, is an imperative.  It was never meant to be read and interpreted 
as, “Try to be careful so you do not hurt the cute little puppy in here.”  
No, it is a strong word of warning that something inside the fence is 
going to harm you beyond belief if you attempt to trespass on that 
property!  If you are not careful, the dog inside the fence will literally 
destroy you.

“Beware lest  any man spoi l  you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ.”   (Colossians 2:8)

How can we be “spoiled”?  It is not the same meaning as the 
“spoiled” quality of a rotten apple.  It is rather the word used when 
a conqueror takes the spoils of war.  It is used when that conqueror 
takes the most valuable possessions away from the vanquished 
people.  Imagine that all the states around Texas became jealous of 
Texas’ oil and decided to take it for themselves.  They would form an 
army, attack from every direction, and obtain the upper hand.  They 
would then pump out all the oil, one of the most valuable products in 
Texas, and take it away for themselves.  As ridiculous as this scenario 
seems, it is a picture of the meaning of the word “spoiled.”

What is the most valuable possession we have?  Of what can we 
be spoiled?  It is our children, our heritage.  “Beware lest any man 
spoil you . . . .”  How can we be spoiled?  By the taking away of our 
children “ . . . through philosophy and vain deceit . . . ,” which is 
humanism, or “ . . . after the tradition of men . . .” like the theory of 
evolution.

Just an Innocent Theory?
Some may question, “Isn’t evolution just an innocent, harmless 

little theory?”  Absolutely not!  It is a lie. “Why?” you may ask.  

the philosophy of exposure!  If we take care of special plants so 
carefully, how much more carefully should we treat our children?

Some parents say, “We are sending our children to the public 
schools to be missionaries.”  The problem with this, however, is 
that these parents are sending their canaries to teach the sparrows 
how to sing, and their canaries wind up coming home chirping like 
the sparrows.  We have nearly lost a generation by allowing the 
secular humanists perform for us the most vital task of educating 
and training our children!  What our children hear preached at church 
on Sunday is being contradicted at school on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.

When God told us in Proverbs 19:27 to cease hearing the 
instruction that causes to err from the words of knowledge, He used 
the imperative.  The imperative form of a sentence is a command.  It 
is not a suggestion.  An excellent example of an imperative statement 
is when the drill instructor knocks on the door of the Marines in boot 
camp to wake them up.  He does not gently tap on the door, saying, 
“Breakfast is ready.  We have steaming hot pancakes and syrup 
waiting for you if you want it.”  No, he kicks that door open and yells 
at the top of his voice, “Get out of those bunks!  Get dressed!  Five 
minutes to roll call.  Get moving!  Now!”

That is an imperative sentence.  So is “Cease, my son, to hear 
the instruction that causeth to err from the words of knowledge.”  
Another one?  “Train up a child in the way he should go.”  Still 
another one?  “Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the 
heathen . . .” (Jeremiah 10:2).  That, incidentally, did not come from a 
Marine Corps drill instructor, a captain, a major, or even the President.  
That one came from the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords!  When 
an imperative comes from Him, we had better listen to it, and obey it, 
on the double!

Beware

The New Testament carries an awesome warning.  Colossians 
2:8 compels us to “Beware.”  We need to understand that this word, 
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can we consider sending our own children out to Egypt to be taught 
empty philosophies and vain deceit?

Many people today, it appears, think secular professors and 
doctors know more about educating children than does God!  
Many parents have become convinced that modern science and 
intellectualism require them to believe philosophies centered around 
secular humanism, such as the theory of evolution.  “Philosophy” 
means “the love and study of the truth.”  However, we must realize 
that some things the world proclaims as true are in fact false.  We 
must stand upon what God Himself has proclaimed to be truth!  God 
is truth, and in Him is no deceit.  We can clearly see His truth through 
His Word, through His Creation, and through changed lives, as well 
as through excellent scientific studies that have been made regarding 
Creationism.  It is of vital importance that we carefully seek out and 
ground ourselves upon the truth of God’s Word before we ever allow 
our most precious possessions, our children, to be taught things that 
could eventually contribute to their downfall!

Cast Off the Spiders!
Farmland often needs to be thoroughly cleared and mowed down 

before it is suitable for plowing, tilling, and sowing.  The story is told 
of a young man whose job it was to drive tractors, mowing down the 
brush and weeds of idle farmland.  One day, as he was accomplishing 
this task with the help of a massive brush-hog mower, the brush was 
so thick that the mower could not throw all of the cut waste from 
the back of the machine.  As a result, debris started flying forward 
through the air, pelting his head and back.  He took his blue jean 
jacket and lifted it up over his head to keep the debris from going 
down his back; then, after several hours, the landowner suddenly 
came running up, screaming, “Stop, Stop, STOP, STOP!!”

The young man put the tractor out of gear as fast as he could.  
He stopped, pulled back on the throttle, and yelled back, “What’s the 
matter?  What’s the matter?”

“Look at your back!”  the landowner screamed, with no small 
excitement.

“You’re being just a little bit ridiculous here,” some say.  It is plainly 
understood from the Word of God and from the current state of the 
world that the theory of evolution is extremely damaging to children 
individually and to society as a whole.  This is true for two reasons.  

First of all, the theory of evolution denies the principle of 
the individual’s accountability to our Almighty and Holy God.  It 
thus erodes the individual’s moral foundation.  This destroys the 
child’s sense of responsibility to God, as well as the entire chain-of- 
command of God-given authority.  Children may obey their parents 
“just because” when they are young.  However, if they become 
teenagers and adults without first developing the foundation of 
accountability to a righteous God, they may begin to wonder why they 
should live moral and honest lives.  Why not enjoy the temporary 
pleasures of drugs, alcohol, and premarital sex?  Why not eat and 
drink and be merry for today, when tomorrow we die and there is 
nothing after that?  We can clearly see the results of such a wicked 
and vain philosophy upon the culture and identity, or lack thereof, of 
people today.

Second, the theory of evolution totally removes the basis for 
self-worth in our children.  Think of the staggering number of 
precious lives that have ended in our country through needless 
episodes of suicide, the millions of babies aborted before birth, and 
the dissatisfaction and low productivity on the part of those who 
live monotone lives without hope and peace!  It is no wonder that 
these things occur, considering that our children are systematically 
taught that their very existence is merely a result of chance; that they 
are merely a by-product of evolutionary processes transpiring over 
billions of years!

Would you tend to believe there is a future of hope and purpose 
if you thought you were the descendant of a monkey, which was 
the descendant of an amoeba?  This contradicts the beautiful and 
life-giving words that God Himself has spoken to us in the Genesis 
account of Creation—that man is created by a loving and holy God 
for a real and vibrant purpose!  When we can see so clearly that our 
society is in desperate need of these words of hope and truth, how  
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by other children in our nation’s centers of education!  Yes, something 
drastic must be done.  Taking God’s Word and putting it into practice 
as it regards the education of our children is most certainly not “too 
much!” 

It is the living power of the Word of God, which is the only true 
and lasting answer to the ills of our society.  What a shame it is that 
so many Christians feel the need to apologize for the Bible!  It is the 
true source of hope and light and it contains the very answer—the 
only answer that will bring true and lasting change for a lifetime and 
for eternity—and we must heed God’s Great Commandment to teach 
it to our children with all diligence!  And, it is high time we put aside 
our hesitations and fears and plunge into a full Christian lifestyle, 
which is the only hope to save our children and ultimately our nation!  
Let us diligently obey God’s instructions in the Great Commandment.  
Let us boldly proclaim God’s truth.  Let us save our children.  This is 
not too much!

Think on These Things

As we throw out the negativism and hopelessness presented 
by secular humanism in our schools, we must ask ourselves what 
character values we are to replace them with.  The answer is found in 
Philippians 4:8.

“Finally, brethren, 
 whatsoever things are true, 
 whatsoever things are honest, 
 whatsoever things are just, 
 whatsoever things are pure, 
 whatsoever things are lovely, 
 whatsoever things are of good report; 
if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, 
think on these things.”

Consider the list of virtues to which God would have us  
exposed:  things that are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of a  

Unbeknownst to the young man, he had been mowing over 
thousands of spider hills, tearing them up and chopping them to 
pieces.  Spiders were flying everywhere.  Hundreds of spiders had 
been thrown up from the machine onto his back, which had become 
a solid tapestry of creepy, crawly spiders, some as big as fifty cent 
pieces.  As soon as he saw all those spiders, he threw his jacket off 
and started brushing himself like crazy.  He wanted to get as far away 
from those spiders as possible.

In the same way, we must cease hearing wrong instruction 
and stop sending our children to be taught un-Godly principles and 
unsound philosophies.  With the same motivation that the young man 
mowing the field had when he threw the spiders off his back, we must 
cast the spiders of un-Godly instruction out of our minds and lives.  
We must make a strong decision to cease, to stop, and to refuse these 
things.  We must not allow the un-Godly people of this world to defile 
our children.  We must not subject our children to these spiders!  We 
must stop now!  “Cease, my son, to hear the instruction . . . .”  “ . . . 
learn not the way of the heathen . . . .”

God does not intend for His precious children, whom He entrusts 
to the care of their parents, to be subjected to the defilement of a 
Christless, Godless, non-Biblical education.  He does not want us or 
our children to learn the way of the heathen.

Just a Bit Too Much?

Perhaps you may be thinking, “Yes, it is good to teach children 
about God and the Bible, but all this is a bit too much.  I do not 
want people to think I am a fanatic or something.”  However, when 
you stop and realize the current plight of our nation’s children and 
the dire straight of our public educational system, there can be no 
doubt that we must take drastic measures to correct these situations 
quickly.  It is alarming to watch the daily news or read the newspaper 
and see what is happening to our most precious possessions—
our most valuable resources—our children—our  future!  They are 
being overrun by drugs and alcohol, caught in the hopeless cycle of 
addictions, lost to depression and suicide, and even ruthlessly killed  
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On the other hand, many thousands of students across the 
nation are currently receiving a superb education in church and 
home schools using the Accelerated Christian Education® program.  
Students are graduating and going on to attend hundreds of 
colleges and universities in a variety of fields.  They furthermore 
tend to receive high scores on achievement tests, performing very 
well at their respective universities.  They exhibit high moral and 
ethical standards, many of them becoming Godly leaders in their 
communities and churches.

While the secular humanists look at our philosophy, exclaiming, 
“You will warp your children in a hot house!” we rest assured in both 
the promises of God and the proof before our eyes that training our 
children diligently in the Word of God is the way to go! 

We do not have to apologize for the convictions and principles 
of Biblical education when they conflict with the philosophy of 
the humanistic educators. Our Christian young people have more 
character, more stamina, more creativity, and more initiative than 
their counterparts because they know right from wrong on the basis 
of having been trained in what is right.  They will help make the 
“real” world what it ought to be, rather than conforming to its lack of 
character.

This type of information can be difficult for some people to 
accept.  A young woman in England, who was about to graduate 
from college, wept for ten minutes upon hearing the message of the 
Great Commandment and Godly education.  She said, “I know this is 
true, but it is contrary to everything I have ever been taught.  Still, 
I know it is true.”  Numerous college graduates and teachers across 
the nation know it is true, but it tears them up inside when they 
read something like this booklet and have to face what they realize 
is a Scriptural truth.  How tragic that our schools have come to this!   
However, let us not bemoan the past, but rather take up the torch of 
Biblical education from this time forth, reaching our nation’s youth 
with the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!

good report.  Surely these are the things to which we want to expose 
our children!  These qualities can develop character values in a 
nursery school, an elementary school, a junior high school, a high 
school, or even a college or graduate school.  These are the qualities 
upon which we should think and focus our minds.

Evidence

Strong evidence supports the fact that providing a truly Christian 
education for our children is vitally important to developing men 
and women of Godly character who can make a positive impact upon 
society.  Needless to say, the greatest evidence of all is the changed 
lives of countless students following the Lord and living to His glory!  
When we diligently teach our children God’s ways, and not the ways 
of the world, they will not depart from Him.

Further evidence of the urgent need to provide Godly education 
for our children can be found from a variety of sources.  In addition 
to daily television and newspaper reports, we can also get specific 
statistics from the National Center for Education Statistics.  This 
organization has reported that, during the 1996-97 school year, 
more than half of the public schools reported at least one incident of 
crime.  Crime, we must remember, is not talking too much or chewing 
bubblegum in class either!  Ten percent of public schools reported at 
least one “serious violent crime” during the same school year.  The 
definition of “serious violent crime” is given as “murder, rape or 
other type of sexual battery, suicide, physical attack or fight with a 
weapon, or robbery.”1   Much more specifically, during that year, there 
were reports of 4,170 cases of rape or other sexual battery; 7,150 
cases of robbery; 10,950 physical attacks or fights with weapons; 
98,490 cases of vandalism; 115,500 incidents of theft or larceny; and 
187,890 physical attacks or fights without weapons.2

1U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, “Violence and Discipline 
Problems in U.S. Public Schools: 1996-97, Executive Summary,” NCES 98-030,1998.
2U.S. Department of Eduation, National Center for Education Statistics, Fast Response Survey System, 
“Principal/School Disciplinarian Survey on School Violence,” FRSS 63,1997.
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The matter of proper priorities is illustrated by a single mother 
who put her boys in a Christian school.  She worked in a bank and 
then came by after hours to help her boys clean up the school for 
tuition.  She went out in the evenings and sold cosmetic products to 
put food on her family’s table.  She did these things so her three boys 
could have a Godly education.

The difference between the parents in these two illustrations is 
not a matter of finances.  It is a matter of priorities. The man could 
easily have sent his fourteen-year-old daughter to a Christian school.  
The woman, on the other hand, in spite of her financial lack, trusted 
God’s Word and God’s ways, and was able to provide her three boys 
with a solid Biblical education as a foundation for their lives.  We 
need to put our priorities straight!  Our children are the most precious 
possessions in life.  They have eternal destinies, and they are our 
greatest heritage.  In view of this, we can’t afford not to give our 
children a Biblical education.

The cost of not obeying the law of God is too high a price to pay.  
We simply cannot afford to disregard the instruction of the Word of 
God at the expense of our own children!

“Christian education doesn’t cost; it pays.”  Dr. Bill Harvey was 
prompted by that statement to write a song with these words:

“Christian education doesn’t cost, it pays; 
Pays eternal dividends in so many ways. 
Give a Christian education, surely you will find 
Rewards for your investment in a Godly mind.”

This is true.  Christian education does not cost; it pays.  It is not 
an alternative; it is not a luxury.  It is not even just a good thing.  It is 
part of the law of God.  It is the law He commanded our forefathers, 
and it is the law He now commands us.

Give Your Children an Honorable Education

Oh, that we may obey the Word that God has spoken, not 
allowing this world to spoil our children by creating in them un-Godly 
desires that they will carry with them for the rest of their lives.  May 
we cease to hear instruction that causes us, or our children, to err 
from the words of knowledge.  May we train up our children in the 
way they should go.

God the Creator has given us His manual for life.  Just as every 
man-made object has a manual that tells how to get the optimum use 
out of it, so God has provided us with His manual for our lives, the 
Bible.  Just as the watchmaker knows best how to fix the watch and 
keep it in excellent running condition, so God knows the most about 
and has the best plan for our lives.  God knows more about how to 
educate children than all the Ph.D.s, all the university professors, and 
all of today’s humanistic teachers put together.  We must be sure to 
obey His plan, so that our children will have the best, most fruitful, 
productive, and fulfilling lives possible!

Some of you may be thinking,  “I believe Biblical education is a 
good thing, but I just do not have the money to send my children to 
a Christian school.”  Be wise.  Make sure your priorities are aligned 
with God’s Word.

A father once commented that he wanted to send his fourteen-
year-old daughter to a Christian school, but that he just could not 
afford it.  However, at his house he had a Lincoln Continental he 
drove to work.  Parked in front of that was a new Chevrolet Suburban  
that his wife drove to work.  Beyond the driveway was a nice, three-
bedroom brick veneer house with plush carpet and nice furniture.  
The backyard had a new fence around a newly installed swimming 
pool.  He also had an RV with a boat and trailer he pulled to the 
lake on weekends.  Interestingly, he was a leader in a fundamental, 
Bible-believing church, yet he did not feel he could afford to give his 
daughter a Biblical education.
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Conclusion

The training of a new generation of Godly, righteous young 
people is what Accelerated Christian Education® is all about.  The 
Accelerated Christian Education program and curriculum is built upon 
the Word of God.  Last year, thousands of students graduated from 
over 7,000 Christian schools using the A.C.E program.  Thousands 
more graduated from homeschools using the A.C.E. program.  Each 
year, the number of graduates increases.  Large numbers of these 
young graduates attend colleges and universities of every description.  
They tend to function in the upper portion of their classes, scoring 
high when compared with other students. After college, they go on to 
become outstanding men and women who make a difference in their 
families, churches, communities, and nation.  Godly, Biblically based 
education works, and it works superbly!

The Bible teaches us that no man can mock God.  What we sow is 
what we will reap.  Therefore, please be careful—the greatest decision 
you as parents will ever make in the lives of your children is who you 
allow to reach their minds.  Please help them by providing them with 
the one education that has been commanded by God.  Teach the things 
of God diligently to your children.

When asked, “Jesus, what is the greatest commandment?” the 
Son of God said, “Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.”  This is what He wants us 
to diligently teach to our children.  It is His desire that we give our 
children a Bible-based, Christ-honoring education.  For to love Him is 
the greatest commandment in all of life.
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The A Beka Book curriculums are an opportunity to stand alongside a master teacher. They offer a 
chance to observe master teaching techniques at work and learn the methods by imitation, the only 
way one really learns to be a master of any art. Teachers who learn this way are soon able to add 
their own ideas to the teaching process and thus become masterful teachers.

Classrooms using the A Beka Book materials and methods are well-organized, highly efficient, 
interesting, and challenging classrooms. Their purpose is not socialization, self-awareness, self-
gratification, democratization, or adjustment to environment. Their purpose is to educate students 
in the Bible, language, subject matter, and character.

The teachers do not teach character in an abstract, separate way. Rather, character is taught through 
consistent discipline; the teaching of traditional subject matter; reading from the great literature 
of the world; teaching the great characters of history that are worth emulating; and teaching tradi-
tional math, grammar, etc., in a disciplined, traditional way. Character training is seen as training 
children to do right because it is right to do right, not as encouraging children to concentrate on 
their feelings, needs, conflicts, and attitudes. Right character training leads a child to forget him-
self, not to concentrate on himself.

The students do not determine the curriculum, the pacing, the discipline, or the methods. These 
decisions are made by the teacher, who is a confident, well-trained, eager, willing servant of the 
Lord, working on the premise that a job worth doing is worth doing well and that in the education 
of children as well as in all of life, time is to be redeemed and every minute counts. Teachers using 
A Beka Book materials and methods are in control of the situation. They know that they are the 
teachers and that the students are the learners. They know what students need to learn, and they 
do not hesitate to teach facts and drill facts in order that the facts may be remembered. They do 
not accept the existential philosophy that we cannot know anything for sure and that there is no 
real meaning to life and that thus each individual must make his own meaning in his own way. If 
classroom teachers accept this philosophy, they would have no confidence in drilling facts and no 
basis for their claim to authority as teachers.

Master teachers are concerned with teaching selected facts, the connection between the facts, and 
the interpretation of the facts. Therefore, they are acquainting the students with the great thoughts 
of the great minds of the past—especially of the era since 1500 during which the Bible has been 
of tremendous influence on modern science, literature, philosophy, art, and culture in general. The 
facts taught in the lower grades take on tremendous meaning in the upper grades as they are viewed 
in Christian perspective.

Teachers using A Beka Book materials and methods are not building on sand; they are building 
on the firm foundation of the Word of God and the Lord Jesus Christ, and they know that there 
is an abundance of subject matter that they can and must teach and review and drill and test with 
confidence.

 
Dr. Laurel  Hicks

Beginning in 1972 as A Beka Book’s first writer and editor, Dr. Laurel Hicks was key in the development of A Beka Book.  
She managed the growing editorial staff for 25 years.

Copyright © 1981, A Beka Book Publications.  All rights reserved. 

Curriculums for Christian Schools  by Dr. Laurel Hicks
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Bible
The foundation for all learning

The A Beka Book Bible Program presents the Bible in the narrative style in which it is written. Stories of the Old and
New Testaments in the lower grades lead up to the profound truths of the Gospels, Epistles, and other portions of
Scripture for older students. The curriculum is designed to be specifically and systematically taught so that students in
the Bible Program will become thoroughly acquainted with the basic portions of Scriptures.

Reading
The means by which each person may learn for himself

Because children become what they read, they need character-building reading materials from the very beginning. A
Beka Book employs Phonics as the most logical, orderly way to introduce reading to children. Beautifully illustrated
and imaginatively written, A Beka Book readers are the finest available anywhere. Stories are carefully selected for
interest, readability, theme, and values, with questions throughout to guide students in comprehension of reading
material and in application of valuable principles to their lives.

History
A realistic view of time, government, geography, and economics based on eternal truths

Ever since H. G. Wells published his Outline of History in 1920, the theme of world history texts has been man's
supposed progress from savagery toward socialism, from tribal religions toward one-world government. American
history is usually presented as a series of conflicts—rich vs. poor, black vs. white, North vs. South, labor vs.
management, male vs. female, etc.

A Beka Book history texts reject the Marxist/Hegelian conflict theory of history in favor of a truthful portrayal of
peoples, lands, religions, ideals, heroes, triumphs, and setbacks. The result is positive, uplifting history texts that give
students an historical perspective and instill within them an intelligent pride for their own country and a desire to help
it back to its traditional values.

We present government as ordained by God for the maintenance of law and order, not as a cure-all for humanity's
problems. We present free-enterprise economics without apology and point out the dangers of Communism,
socialism, and liberalism to the well-being of people across the globe. In short, A Beka Book offers a traditional,
conservative approach to the study of what man has done with the time he has been given.

Mathematics
The study of logic and order to apply to science and daily life

Unlike the "modern math" theorists, who believe that mathematics is a creation of man and thus arbitrary and
relative, A Beka Book teaches that the laws of mathematics are a creation of God and thus absolute. Man's task is to
search out and make use of the laws of the universe, both scientific and mathematical.

A Beka Book provides attractive, legible, and workable traditional mathematics texts that are not burdened with
modern theories such as set theory. These books have been field-tested, revised, and used successfully for many
years, making them classics with up-to-date appeal. Besides training students in the basic skills needed for life, A
Beka Book traditional mathematics books teach students to believe in absolutes, to work diligently for right answers,
and to see mathematical facts as part of the truth and order built into the real universe.

Science/Health
The investigation of variety, order, and reasonableness revealed in creation

While secular science textbooks present modern science as the opposite of faith, the A Beka Book science texts teach
that modern science is the product of Western man's return to the Scriptures after the Protestant Reformation,
leading to his desire to understand and subdue the earth, which he saw as the orderly, law-abiding creation of the
God of the Bible.

The A Beka Book Science and Health Program presents the universe as the direct creation of God and refutes the
man-made idea of evolution. Further, the books present God as the Great Designer and Lawgiver, without Whom the
evident design and laws of nature would be inexplicable. They give a solid foundation in all areas of science—a
foundation firmly anchored to Scriptural truth. Teachability is assured through accurate, interesting writing, carefully
planned demonstrations that can be performed with a minimum of equipment, chapter terms and questions, full-color
illustrations, consideration of the interests and comprehension skills of students at each grade level, and detailed
Curriculum/Lesson Plans.

English
The study of language and communication in a structured, reasonable, and well-articulated manner.

Thought and language are foundational to acquiring and transmitting knowledge. Therefore, the teaching of grammar,
spelling, vocabulary, composition, and literature in education is of particular importance.

Modern linguists have sought in vain for a credible explanation for the origin of language. Having accepted
evolutionary philosophy, they embrace relativism and reject any discussion of language being governed by rules or
claims that some expressions are better than others. This explains many English programs today, but it is easy to see
in language a structure which reflects logic, reasonableness, and orderliness.

This is why A Beka Book grammar books emphasize structure, rules, analysis, and the kind of practice that aims at
mastery. This is why we place an importance on correct spelling and the continual enlargement of each student's
vocabulary. This is why we aspire to provide students with examples of the very best literature of the ages, and this
is why we emphasize the continual improvement of writing abilities.
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 Grades 1–12

Science 
    & Health

It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the  
honour of kings is to search out a matter.    Prov. 25:2
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Promotes academic    
excellence

Emphasizes a  
Christian perspective

Upholds Biblical Truth

Students enjoy studying science and 
are thrilled to see the plan of God as 
revealed in His orderly creation.  The 
A Beka Book Science Series provides 
a solid foundation in science based 
soundly on the Word of God and 
Christian principles.

Written by Christian teachers who 
understand not only science but also 
how to teach it effectively, these texts 
ensure teaching success in planning 
and conducting a science class.  This 
superior program encourages student 
achievement, and the emphasis on 
nature study appeals to both students 
and teachers.

Science of the Physical Creation Gr. 9

Science 
    

The A Beka Book Science Program presents the universe as the direct 
creation of God and refutes the man-made idea of evolution.  Further, 
the books present God as the Great Designer and Lawgiver.

2

— is the study of God’s order, provision, and  
                     reasonableness as revealed in His physical creation.
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Teaches basic 
scientific principles

With the integrated approach of A Beka Book, 
students learn basic principles of science in each 
grade so they can review them and build upon 
them from year to year (see below for example).

Enjoying God’s World  Gr. 2

Biology: God’s Living Creation Gr. 10Science: Order and Design Gr. 7

Takes a building-block    
approach to all science fields

The sequential presentation of this series takes 
into account the maturity of the students, 
the principles previously developed, and the 
importance of variety in a student’s life.

A BEKA BOOK SCIENCE PROGRAM

Understanding God’s World   Gr. 4

 Insects    15

O Lord, how manifold are 
Thy works! . . . the earth is full 
of Thy riches.     —Psalm 104:24

O Lord, how manifold are Thy works! in wisdom hast Thou made them all.     —Psalm 104:24

Miniature Marvels of Creation
2Insects:Insects:

2.1  Ten Million Designs
As you walk across a field, through the 

woods, or even in your own yard, you are 
surrounded by thousands of tiny creatures.  
Insects crawl through the grass and soil, 
dart about among the trees and flowers, 
and even find their way into your home.  
Some are so small that you can barely see 
them.  Some buzz or hum, while others 
make no sound.  You admire beautiful 
insects such as the butterfly and shy away 
from ugly ones like the silverfish or the 
roach.  Beautiful or ugly, they are all crea-
tions of God, designed to do special tasks 
in His world.

About half of all the animals in the 
world are insects.  Scientists have identified 
800,000 different kinds of insects, but they 
think there are many others that have not 
been found yet.  Every year, from 7,000 to 
10,000 new kinds of insects are discovered 
and named.  This leads entomologists 
(scientists who study insects and similar 
creatures) to think that there may be more 
than ten million kinds of insects, each 

with its own unique features and purposes.  
Could you think of ten million different 
designs for insects?  God did.  What makes 
it even more wonderful is that each differ-
ence in design is for a special purpose.

Special characteristics of insects
For an animal to be classified as an 

insect, it must have three special character-
istics:
 1. an outside skeleton, or exoskeleton
 2. three body parts
 3. six jointed legs
Most insects also have several other com-
mon characteristics, such as antennae, 
compound eyes, and wings.

Exoskeleton
You may remember that there are two 

main groups of animals: vertebrates and 
invertebrates.  Vertebrates are animals with 
backbones, such as dogs, birds, fish, frogs, 
and lizards.  Vertebrates have skeletons of 
bone inside their bodies to support them.
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Worms, spiders, jellyfish, starfish, and 
many other creatures are invertebrates, 
or animals without backbones.  Insects are 
invertebrates.  Insects belong to a group of 
invertebrates that have a skeleton—not an 
internal (inside) skeleton, like vertebrates, 
but an external (outside) skeleton.  This 
hard coat of armor that protects the tiny 
body parts of insects is called an exoskeleton 
(exo- means “outside”).

An insect’s exoskeleton is lighter 
and stronger than bone.  As you 
grow, your bones grow, but an in-
sect’s exoskeleton cannot grow with 
the insect.  When the insect out-
grows its exoskeleton, it grows a new 
exoskeleton under the old one and 
then crawls out of the old skeleton.  
This process is called molting.  Beetles, 
grasshoppers, and true bugs have thick, 
tough exoskeletons; but bees, flies, and 
butterflies have thinner, softer exoskeletons.

Three body parts
All insects have three body parts: head, 

thorax, and abdomen.  The head contains 
the insect’s brain, antennae, eyes, and 
mouth parts.  The two antennae are the 
insect’s “feelers.”  The thorax is the middle 
body part where the wings and legs are at-
tached.  The abdomen, the last body part, 
contains the insect’s heart and stomach.  
The head, thorax, and abdomen are labeled 

on the grasshopper below.  

Can you iden-
tify the body 
parts of this 
housefly?   
On some 
insects it is not easy to see where the thorax 
ends and the abdomen begins.  You would 
have to look inside the insect to tell.

The bodies of insects vary to a wondrous 
degree.  Look at the insects  
on page 17.  Some, like the 
walking stick (1), are long  
and narrow.  Others, like the 
ladybug (2), are wide and 
thick.  Some are soft like the 
body of the gnat (3), while 
others are hard like that of the 

grasshopper.  The females of 
some, like the cricket (4), have 

a long, narrow, egg-laying part 
called the ovipositor.  The ovi-

positor is not as noticeable on others.  
Some, such as honeybees (5), hornets (6), 
and yellow jackets (7), have stingers for  
protection.  Insects’ bodies vary in size from 
the one-hundredth of an inch fairy fly (8) 
to the four-inch-long Goliath beetle (9), 
which is one of the largest insects.

Breathing tubes
Insects do not have lungs as people 

do.  Instead, God has designed them with 
breathing tubes which carry air contain-
ing oxygen to their body tissues.  The air 
enters the tubes through tiny holes called 
spiracles that are found along the side of 
the body.  Find the spiracles on the grass-
hopper.

cicada 
molting
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Flying Flowers
As food becomes available to them 

in the spring, butterflies and moths 
begin to appear.  Early butterflies like 
the painted lady are attracted by the 
blooming of thistle and clover; a walk in 
a meadow will probably reveal the first 
sulphur butterflies and white butterflies 
feeding on the nectar of wildflowers.   
Butterflies and moths are members of the 
second-largest insect order, called Lepi-
doptera [l‰pæˆ¶dØpÆtèr¶è: “scale wings”].  
There are more than 180,000 known 
species of butterflies and moths and 
probably many more yet to be discovered.  
Lepidopterans vary greatly in size—while 
some are only 1⁄12 of an inch long, others 
have wingspreads of almost a foot.

Miniature masterpieces.  Butterflies 
and moths have compound eyes, long 
antennae, and two pairs of large, membra-
nous wings.  The forewings of moths and 
butterflies are usually larger than the hind 
wings.  As many as one million individual 
scales arranged like the shingles on a roof 
may cover a lepidopteran’s wings, produc-
ing beautiful mosaic patterns and giving 
the wings of such lepidopterans as mon-
arch butterflies and cecropia [sˆ¶kr¢Æp™¶è] 
moths their brilliant colors.

Drawing the line.  Although more 
than 90% of the lepidopterans are 
moths, you are probably more familiar 
with the brightly colored butterflies.  
Moths are generally nocturnal, while butter-
flies are diurnal.  One way to distinguish 
moths from butterflies is to remember 
that moths tend to rest with their wings 
held in a horizontal or nearly horizontal 
position, but butterflies hold their wings 
vertically over their backs when rest-
ing.  Also, while most moths have furry, 
plump bodies and feathery antennae, 
butterflies have hairless, slender bodies 
with smooth, rodlike antennae often with 
“knobs” on the ends.

“The four seasons.”  Butterflies and 
moths go through the four stages of com-
plete metamorphosis.  After mating, an 
adult female usually lays from 50 to 1000 
eggs on the specific plants that the 

larvae eat.  Some females lay their 
eggs one by one on the plant, while 
others lay them in groups.  Clumps 
of eggs are often covered with a pro-
tective coating.

Once a larva, or caterpillar, 
hatches, it produces silk within silk 
glands.  The silk leaves the larva 
through silk-spinning organs called 
spinnerets.  Moth larvae use silk to 
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adult silkworm moth

painted lady butterfly

butterfly wing butterfly wing scales
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aid in locomotion; butterfl y larvae use 
silk to anchor themselves to leaves.  The 
larvae spend almost all of their time eat-
ing leaves and other plant parts.  Each 
larva grows to hundreds of times its origi-
nal size before entering its pupal stage.

While most butterfl ies spend the 
pupal stage in a shiny, hard chrysalis, a 

moth pupa has a hard case that is usu-
ally wrapped in a soft, silken cocoon; some 
moth pupae, however, develop in the 
soil without a cocoon.  Moth pupae are 
usually brown, but butterfl y pupae are 
brightly colored with large patterns.

The fully developed adult butterfl y 
or moth that emerges from the chrysalis 
or cocoon has a tubular sucking organ, 
called a proboscis [pr¢¶bØsÆˆs], for drink-
ing nectar from fl owers.  If you look 
closely at a butterfl y’s head, you will see 

Complete Metamorphosis (monarch butterfl y)

egg

pupa

larva

adult

The “worm” you might fi nd in an apple or pear 
is really the larva of the codling [kØdÆlˆng] 
moth.

Brain Byte

codling moth (larva) codling moth (adult)

Complete Metamorphosis (cecropia moth)

eggs

pupa

monarch butterfl y egg royal walnut moth eggs

larva

adult
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Provides many
hands-on activities

     A variety of demonstrations
     are used to involve students
     in the learning process.

 1     22
 2     16
 3     29
 4     30
 5     48
 6     32

 7     46
 8     25
 9     35
 10     25
 11     30
 12     16

Packed with features 
to help teachers

A BEKA BOOK SCIENCE PROGRAM

Comprehension 
Check Concepts In-text study aids

Bold print emphasizes 
important terms

Hands-on 
activities

Colorful photography 
on nearly every page

Christian 
perspective

Exploring God’s World  Gr. 3

 Grade Number of 
activities

Number of 
activities    Grade

4
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Gives students basic science    
education through general  
science coverage in grades 1–8

Grades 9 –12 Specialized Study
Science of the Physical Creation   
Biology: God’s Living Creation
Chemistry: Precision and Design
Physics: The Foundational Science

Offers numerous teaching aids
    Visual aids, teacher editions, and
    curriculum/lesson plans assist teachers.

Biology Transparencies
Lab Demonstrations on DVD (9–12)

Areas of general study in A Beka Book Science
    

      

 Plant Life  

 Animal Life  

 Health and   
 Human Biology
 Matter   

 Energy  

 Earth and Space   

 Ecology and    
 Conservation 

 God as Creator  
 and Designer

 • • • •  • •
  • • • • • • • •
  • • •    •

   •  • • •  •
  • •  • •   •
   • • • • •  •
    • • • • • •
     
  • • • • • • • •
     

Grade
Studies 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Science CDs/DVDs

Teaching Aids

Also Available

Curriculum Aids

A BEKA BOOK SCIENCE PROGRAM 

5
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Encourages healthful behavior

These superb Christian health texts contain
relevant and up-to-date information regarding 
such topics as physical fitness, personal appear-
ance, human anatomy and physiology, eating 
for energy, drug abuse, safety, disease, first aid, 
mental and spiritual health, and social behavior.

Healthful hints included throughout help students 
apply concepts to their own health actions, 
encouraging them to take more responsibility in 
caring for their health.

Contains relevant and
up-to-date topics

Builds right character and
good habits for living

With the help of these lively health books, you 
can encourage good eating habits, heighten safety 
awareness, and help each student learn to respect 
others and to properly care for his body, that most 
marvelous  creation of God.

Based on moral absolutes Health, Safety, & Manners   Gr. 3

Health in a Christian Perspective  
Gr. 9–12

Health 
    

The recurring thrust of these texts is the importance 
of establishing lifelong habits which affect total well-
ness.  Students learn that a responsible action is one 
that is moral, safe, healthy, legal, and in accord with 
their parents’ rules or guidelines.  Thought-provoking 
questions motivate students to make Biblically sound 
personal decisions regarding their own health actions.

6

— teaches students the wonders of the human body and encourages 
       them to establish good health practices which affect total wellness.
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Improves reading comprehension
skills as you teach health

Students who learn to read with the A Beka Book 
Reading Program are ready and eager to read and 
learn in a variety of content areas.

Offers practical demonstrations
Demonstrations and exercises that help  
students care for their bodies are included  
in the text.

Useful, appealing format
Colorful art and photos excite interest, promote 
healthy relationships, and encourage students to 
become physically fit.

Health Teaching Charts

A BEKA BOOK HEALTH PROGRAM

Copyright © mmviii   Pensacola Christian College • Not to be reproduced.

1

Your Amazing Body: Color each bone of the skeleton the color that is indicated.

cranium—red

facial bones—yellow

clavicle—blue

scapula—orange

sternum—green

ribs—purple

vertebrae—yellow

humerus—brown

carpals—red

metacarpals—green

phalanges—yellow

femur—purple

patella—blue

tarsals—brown

metatarsals—orange

sternum

ribs

vertebrae
carpals

phalanges

femur

patella

tarsals metatarsals
phalanges

(over)

Name      Date  

Anatomy Worksheet 1 Developing Good Health

Chapter 1

Anatomy Worksheet      Gr. 4

7
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Materials for Students and Teachers 
Generalized Study Grades 1–8

Specialized Study Grades 9–12

Grade Level 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Student Books • • • • • • • •
Teacher Editions • • • • • • • •

Curriculum/Lesson Plans • • • • • •
Quiz and Test Books and Keys • • • • • •

Teaching Charts and Flashcards • • •
Science CDs • • •

Subject
Health in  
Christian  

Perspective

Science of the 
Physical  
Creation

Biology:  
God’s Living  

Creation

Chemistry: 
Precision and 

Design

Physics: The 
Foundational 

Science

Student Book • • • • •
Teacher Editions • • • • •

Test and Quiz  
Books and Keys • • • • •

Lab Manuals  
and Keys • • • •
DVD Lab  

Demonstrations • • • •
Teaching  

Transparencies •
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The Christian approach to teaching elementary math begins with knowing and teaching that real-
ity does have structure and order because it was created by a rational, orderly God. In elementary 
math, the students study one aspect of the order of the real world and indirectly begin to know 
more about the God Who has given them the world they live in. In the math processes, the students 
are not creating truth but learning truth; they are, in a sense, thinking God’s thoughts after Him. 
The students will find exactness, preciseness, and completeness in the subject matter of mathemat-
ics just as would be expected in God’s world.

As the content of the math curriculum and the textbook has reason and order to it, so the math class 
must itself be taught according to an organized, reasonable plan. A daily class should include oral 
drill, the teaching of new material, the practice of new material, and the review of basic facts. All 
four areas should be completed in sixty minutes or less time each day. Good classroom habits and 
procedures will produce an orderly classroom conducive to good learning.

Elementary math, quite naturally, begins with the most elementary, basic processes of arithmetic. 
Students learn best when they proceed from the specific to the general, from the concrete to the 
abstract. Elementary math properly emphasizes the facts of addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
and division that have immediate application and accord with the child’s stage of mental develop-
ment. A solid foundation is laid for high school math which gradually and appropriately introduces 
the student to a higher level of abstraction. The student will learn more efficiently and be better at 
algebra and all higher mathematics if he masters arithmetic first.

We are unabashed advocates of traditional math, not only because the students learn something 
that can be built upon, but also because it accords with our Christian viewpoints on education. 
Only from a Christian perspective can the basic rationale—the intrinsic reasonableness of tra-
ditional elementary math—be seen and appreciated. Traditional math will not succeed unless it 
is taught with the conviction that something more than arbitrary process derived from arbitrary 
principles is at work. The elementary student does not need to “understand” 2 + 2 = 4 in order to 
learn it and use it; he will learn the abstract principles later. But the elementary student does need 
to see his multiplication tables as part of the truth and order that God has built into reality. From 
the Christian perspective, 2 + 2 = 4 takes on cosmic significance, as does every fact of mathemat-
ics, however particular.

The way we view a subject matter and the method we think we ought to use to teach it are al-
ways related. Traditional math goes with traditional teaching methods, and we believe that these 
teaching methods also accord with our Christian perspective. Elementary students are taught the 
elementary math facts through oral and written drill, just as the Bible says, “For precept must be 
upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little.” 
(Isaiah 28:10) Elementary students learn the facts by hearing and using them over and over again.

A teacher who is faithful in teaching the facts of elementary mathematics in a reasonable, consis-
tent way will be teaching much more than the particulars of mathematics—such a teacher will be 
instilling within the students some of the most basic attitudes that are necessary for knowing and 
obeying God. C. T. Studd, missionary to Africa, understood this principle well and used it in his 

The Christian Approach to Teaching Elementary Math

1   
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work with a people who had just risen from the depths of cannibalism. Norman Grubb described 
Studd’s reasoning:

Every pole had to be exactly the right length, placed at the right angle, etc.; and he 
had a purpose in it, for the natives must be taught that good Christianity and lazy 
or bad workmanship are an utter contradiction. He believed that one of the best 
ways to teach a native that righteousness is the foundation of God’s Throne was 
by making him see that absolute straightness and accuracy is [sic] the only law of 
success in material things. (C.T. Studd, Fort Washington, Pennsylvania, Christian 
Literature Crusade, 1972, 1974)

Traditional math is Christian math, and it must be taught by traditional methods. A math lesson 
rightly taught is one more way that a Christian teacher can instill within students the principles of 
God’s Word.

 
Copyright © 1980, A Beka Book Publications.  Originally published A Beka Book News Release, April 1980.  All rights 
reserved.

The Christian Approach to Teaching Elementary Math
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Pedagogy:  
Elementary Science

BJU Press
“The Christian teaching of science requires not only a good command of basic subject matter but 
also the spiritual perception to discern truth from error in a great variety of contexts. As a prereq-
uisite for this, the Christian teacher of science must be thoroughly grounded in the Word of God. 
Moreover, he must have firmly implanted in his mind a Biblical framework of truth which serves as 
the touchstone for his decision making” (Christian Education: Its Mandate and Mission, BJU Press, 
1992, p. 139). 

BJU Press elementary science curriculum equips the teacher with the materials that will help him 
teach science from a strictly Christian perspective. The student text, activity manual, and teacher’s 
edition provide the foundation for the following goals of the curriculum:

To develop a knowledge of God1. 

Inculcate the understanding that God is the Creator and Sustainer of the universe ••
(Col. 1:16-17)

Identify the orderliness and precision of God’s creation (Eccles. 3:1-7)••

Inspire curiosity, wonder, and appreciation of God’s creation (Ps. 19:1)••

To encourage Christian growth2. 

Promote disciplined and orderly approaches to problem solving (1 Thess. 5:21)••

Challenge students to be good stewards of God’s creation (Gen. 2:15)••

To promote scientific literacy3. 

Establish foundational science facts and skills for further science instruction••

Balance presentation of facts with active participation••

Teach processes involved in a scientific method••

Show the integration of science into the student’s everyday life••

Affect a positive attitude toward science through active participation and relevant ••
discussions

Bible Integration
All subjects lend themselves to Bible integration. However, science by its very nature is an observa-
tion of God’s revelation of Himself through His creation. BJU Press science curriculum incorporates 
not only the same Bible truths and Bible promises in the science lessons that are used throughout all 
the subjects of the elementary curriculum, but also special attention is given to biblical truths that 
help the student develop a Christian worldview by showing God’s nature and man’s responsibility as 
revealed through creation.
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