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INTEREST OF AMICUS CURIAE 

Home School Legal Defense Association is an international organization with 

over 79,000 members in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and 36 countries.1 We 

have over 500 member families in New Hampshire. Our mission is to protect and 

advance the right of parents to teach their children at home, and any family who 

homeschools is eligible for membership regardless of their religious beliefs or the reasons 

they choose to homeschool. HSLDA attorneys assist member families to understand the 

law in their states and represent them in court when necessary, and we advocate in federal 

and state legislatures on behalf of the interests of homeschoolers. Since our founding in 

1983, HSLDA has been on the front line defending the constitutional right of parents to 

direct the education of their children by teaching them at home. HSLDA attorneys have 

been involved in scores of home school cases and have assisted in resolving thousands of 

legal contacts around the nation.  

As homeschooling has grown dramatically in recent years, the issue of 

homeschooling arises with more frequency in cases ranging far afield from the right to 

homeschool. HSLDA’s purpose in this brief is to assist the court by giving background 

and context to New Hampshire’s diverse homeschooling community, including the 

history of New Hampshire’s homeschool community. 

SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT 

The New Hampshire tax credit program is unique in the nation as being the first-

ever scholarship tuition organization program to allow homeschoolers to receive 

scholarships. In this brief Amicus focuses on this unique aspect of the law to assist the 

                                                 
1 Amicus has obtained consent of all parties for the filing of this brief. 
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court to understand the benefit the law provides for parents, rather than to any particular 

type of educational institution, religious or otherwise.  

Plaintiffs challenge the statute on the grounds that it will primarily benefit 

religious education. Amicus argues that the program instead helps parents secure for their 

children the kind of education they believe to be in the children’s best interests. As the 

United State Supreme Court said in J.R. v. Parham, 442 U.S. 584, 604 (1979), fit parents 

are presumed to act in the best interests of their children. The New Hampshire program is 

designed to assist parents, rather than schools – parents who may not be as financially 

capable as others so that they may obtain educational benefits for their children that 

would otherwise be economically out of reach.  

Plaintiffs argue that the law should be struck down because it serves an improper 

purpose in primarily benefitting sectarian education. This is simply not the case, 

especially in the homeschooling context. As shown herein, parents who homeschool 

choose to do so for a variety of reasons, including academic, social, religious, and other. 

The tax credit law benefits parents regardless of their religious beliefs, denominational 

affiliation, or lack thereof. Because the statute benefits parents and not religion, it is 

constitutional and should be upheld by this court. 

We begin with a statutory analysis of the law and then provide the court with a 

brief history of homeschooling in New Hampshire. A deeper analysis of the diversity 

within the New Hampshire and national homeschooling movements follows. Finally, we 

survey the literature to show that home education is a valid, viable, and effective form of 

education creating academically and socially literate and engaged citizens, and therefore 
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it is within the state’s power to promote general welfare by assisting parents who 

undertake this task. 

ARGUMENT 

I. Statutory Analysis of R.S.A. Chapter 77-G Demonstrates That the Statute 

Benefits Parents Who Homeschool, Not Sectarian Religion. 

New Hampshire’s education tax credit scholarship is available to any “eligible 

student” between the ages of five and twenty who has not graduated from high school. 

R.S.A. § 77-G:1.VIII. While the tax credit program is primarily aimed at students 

attending a New Hampshire public school or chartered public school, R.S.A. § 77-

G:1.VIII(a)(1), it also extends to students who would like to attend a New Hampshire 

nonpublic school or a public school outside of the child’s school district of residence, or 

are educated at home. R.S.A. § 77-G:2.I(a). The scholarships available to homeschool 

students are limited to the cost of educational expenses not to exceed $750. Id. 

These scholarships are disbursed by independent “scholarship organizations.” 

R.S.A. § 77-G:1.XVII. A scholarship organization must be a charitable organization 

incorporated or qualified to do business in New Hampshire, have 501(c)(3) exempt 

status, be registered with the state and in compliance with applicable state and federal 

antidiscrimination and privacy laws, and be approved by the department of revenue 

administration to issue scholarships. Id. 

In order to receive a scholarship, homeschool students complete a scholarship 

application form developed by the New Hampshire Department of Revenue and submit it 

directly to a qualified scholarship organization. R.S.A. § 77-G:4. The scholarship 

organization then verifies the homeschool student’s eligibility for the scholarship by 
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reviewing transcripts and attendance records, R.S.A. § 77-G:5.I(c), and provides a 

scholarship disbursement to the eligible student to defray only educational expenses. 

R.S.A. § 77-G:5.I(a). Students must reapply to a scholarship organization each year, 

R.S.A. § 77-G:2.I(e), and no student may receive a scholarship from more than one 

scholarship organization in the same school year. R.S.A. § 77-G:2.I(a). 

The total amount of funds that scholarship organizations may disburse is limited 

by statute. R.S.A. § 77-G:4. Business organizations or enterprises are permitted by statute 

to make charitable contributions to a scholarship organization. R.S.A. § 77-G:3. 

Importantly for the purpose of this case, R.S.A. § 77-G:9 states that a “receiving 

nonpublic school or home education program that accepts students benefiting from 

scholarships, grants, or tax credits shall not be considered an agent of the state or federal 

government as a result of participating in the program established in this chapter.” 

II. A Brief History of Homeschooling in New Hampshire 

The history of New Hampshire’s homeschool law demonstrates a diverse 

community of parents united not by religion or creed but rather by their desire to choose a 

particular educational option for their children. 

New Hampshire’s compulsory attendance law throughout the twentieth century 

had a minimal exception for parents to keep a child out of school if such attendance 

“would seriously injure her reason and health…” State v. Jackson, 71 N.H. 552 (1902). 

However, with the rise of the modern homeschooling movement in the late 1970s, some 

parents in New Hampshire wanted more freedom to make educational choices for their 

children, and homeschoolers began appearing before local school boards seeking 

approval for their homeschool program which had to meet the manifest educational 
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hardship requirement. Such approval could be granted under the provisions of R.S.A. § 

193:3, which reads in part, “Any person having custody of a child may apply to the 

school board for relief if the person thinks the attendance of the child at the school to 

which such child has been assigned will result in a manifest educational hardship to the 

child.”  

Unfortunately, several homeschool families were denied the right to homeschool 

by their local boards, while others were routinely approved. To combat the district-by-

district patchwork, the State Department of Education convened a committee to develop 

state-wide “Regulations and Procedures Pertaining to Home Education Programs in New 

Hampshire,” which were adopted for a two-year trial period from July 1980 to July 

1982.2 These regulations allowed parents to demonstrate to the school board that denying 

their homeschool program would be an “educational hardship.”  

Under these trial regulations, one family pursued their right to homeschool all the 

way to the New Hampshire Supreme Court. Denise Peirce and Christopher Rice desired 

to homeschool their son Justin using a relaxed non-traditional schedule, but their local 

school board denied their application. When their appeal to the State Board of Education 

fell on deaf ears, they took their case to the Supreme Court. 

The Court ruled in Appeal of Denise Peirce and Christopher Rice (New 

Hampshire Board of Education), 122 N.H. 762 (1982), that the Claremont School Board 

had not followed the due process provisions of the regulations and remanded the case, but 

the concurring opinion gave hope to hundreds of homeschool parents that their concerns 

about getting “approval” from school boards were well founded.  

                                                 
2 Appeal of Denise Peirce and Christopher Rice (New Hampshire Board of Education), 122 N.H. 
762, 764 (1982). 
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The concurring justices Douglas and Brock traced the federal recognition of 

parental rights in choosing education from the landmark case of Pierce v. Society of 

Sisters, 268 U.S. 510 (1925), through Meyer v. Nebraska, 262 U.S. 390 (1923), to 

Wisconsin v. Yoder, 406 U.S. 205 (1972). The justices cited the United States Supreme 

Court’s language that “the child is not the mere creature of the State,” Pierce v. Society of 

Sisters, 268 U.S. at 534, and that the “history and culture of Western civilization reflect a 

strong tradition of parental concern for the nurture and upbringing of their children. This 

primary role of the parents in the upbringing of their children is now established beyond 

debate as an enduring American tradition....” Yoder, 406 U.S. at 232. The concurrence 

ended by agreeing with a recent Vermont decision that “approval requirements for non-

public school education may not unnecessarily interfere with traditional parental rights.” 

Appeal of Peirce, 122 N.H. at 769, citing State v. LaBarge, 134 Vt. 276, 280 (1976). 

The State Board of Education adopted new regulations governing homeschooling 

in 1982. These regulations were substantially similar to the trial version and left almost 

total discretion to approve and regulate homeschools in the hands of the local school 

boards. Some homeschoolers, reluctant to be seen as submitting their children’s 

education to the whim and authority of the school board, instead sought a religious or 

parental rights exemption from the compulsory attendance law similar to that recognized 

by the Supreme Court in Wisconsin v. Yoder and suggested by the concurrence in Appeal 

of Peirce.3 The regulations advised school boards to seek legal counsel should such a 

situation arise. 

                                                 
3 See e.g. “Negotiations in New Hampshire,” The Home School Court Report, vol. IV no. 1 Home 
School Legal Defense Association, 1988, available at 
http://www.hslda.org/courtreport/V4N1/V4N105.asp. 

http://www.hslda.org/courtreport/V4N1/V4N105.asp
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In 1983, an alliance of homeschool parents formed the first statewide homeschool 

organization, the New Hampshire Home Educators Association (NHHEA), to improve 

communication among homeschoolers. In following years, several other organizations 

sprang up: Christian Home Educators of New Hampshire (CHENH), Catholics United for 

Home Education (CUHE), and the New Hampshire Alliance for Home Education. In 

1989, the New Hampshire Homeschooling Coalition (NHHC) replaced the NHHEA. 

Both the NHHC and the NHHEA were primarily non-religious; the Alliance focused on 

pushing for unrestricted parental rights in choosing homeschooling; and CHENH and 

CUHE operated as support groups for homeschoolers from their faith traditions. 

Due to increasing inequitable application of the regulations in the late 1980s, the 

State Board of Education set up a Home Education Rules Revision Committee. The rules 

as eventually proposed to the State Board were completely unacceptable to most 

homeschoolers, since they added more restrictions than even the already-existing rules. 

Faced with numerous and vigorous complaints from the homeschool community, both 

religious and secular, the State Board took no action on the proposal. 

In 1990, the New Hampshire legislature enacted a homeschool statute, R.S.A. § 

193-A. This statute was a compromise for homeschoolers, and in fact some 

homeschoolers, both religious and secular, fought vigorously against its passage since the 

bill officially recognized a state interest in education. However, many homeschoolers 

accepted the bill and testified in favor of its passage.4 Homeschoolers were successful in 

getting language in the law recognizing that “[t]he general court recognizes, in the 

enactment of RSA 193-A… that it is the primary right and obligation of a parent to 

                                                 
4 One of the homeschool students testifying in favor of the bill, Darren Jones, is currently an 
attorney working for amicus. 
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choose the appropriate educational alternative for a child under his care and supervision, 

as provided by law.... The general court further recognizes that home education is more 

individualized than instruction normally provided in the classroom setting.”  

III. Homeschooling Parents are Motivated by a Broad Spectrum of Reasons to 

Homeschool. 

a. Diversity of Homeschooling in New Hampshire 

Like the American homeschooling population at large, even a cursory glance at 

New Hampshire’s homeschool community shows a widely-diversified population. 

Besides state-wide homeschool organizations, there are numerous local support groups 

that exist to help homeschoolers of every background.  

Although some states such as Alabama or Tennessee recognize homeschoolers 

primarily as religious or “church school” students, New Hampshire has a history of 

secular homeschooling stretching back to the 1970s. For example, Bob and Nancy 

Wallace decided to homeschool their two children for non-religious reasons, even though 

they had substantial difficulty in getting permission from the local school board.5 

Catholic Homeschoolers find support from the CHURCH (Catholic Home 

Schoolers Uniting Religion, Community and Home);6 Protestant homeschoolers might 

check out First AGAPE in Hillsborough County7 or CheNH (Christian Home Educators 

of New Hampshire). Secular homeschoolers have a cornucopia of support available from 

                                                 
5 See Better Than School: One Family’s Declaration of Independence, Nancy Wallace (Larson 
Publications: 1983). 
6 Information available at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/catholicschoolers_group/  
7 Information available at http://www.firstagape.org/  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/catholicschoolers_group/
http://www.firstagape.org/


9 
 

UnschoolingNH8 and Central NH Homeschoolers.9 The Home Education Advisory 

Council, established by R.S.A. § 193-A:10 to assist in implementing the law, consists of 

six members from the homeschool community: three of these members are currently from 

the non-religious New Hampshire Homeschooling Coalition.10  

Furthermore, there is no reason to believe that the New Hampshire 

homeschooling community is any less diverse than its national counterpart; in fact, there 

might even be reason to believe homeschooling in New Hampshire is even more 

libertarian and secular than in other states simply based on the demographics of the state. 

The Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion & Public Life ranked states by 

“Importance of Religion” in 2009. New Hampshire and Vermont scored at the very 

bottom of the list, with only 36% saying religion was important.11 In 2012, a Gallup poll 

found that only 23% of New Hampshire residents were “very religious.” More than half 

the state (52%) considered themselves “non-religious.”12 

b. National Analysis Shows Diversity in the Homeschool Movement 

Parents choose to homeschool for a wide variety of reasons. They draw from their 

own school and family experiences, the challenges in today’s schools placed on the 

children, and the general critique of American schools.13 These factors contribute to a 

push-and-pull effect where families are both pulled toward homeschooling and pushed 

                                                 
8 Information available at https://www.facebook.com/groups/UnschoolingNH/ 
9 Information available at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/centralnhhomeschoolers/ 
10 Current membership available at 
http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/school_improve/home_ed/heac_members.htm 
11 “How Religious is Your State,” Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, 2010, available at 
http://www.pewforum.org/how-religious-is-your-state-.aspx. 
12 “Mississippi is Most Religious U.S. State,” Frank Newport, Gallup.com, March 27, 2012, 
available at http://www.gallup.com/poll/153479/Mississippi-Religious-State.aspx. 
13 Joseph Murphy, Homeschooling in America (Corwin 2012), 77. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/UnschoolingNH/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/centralnhhomeschoolers/
http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/school_improve/home_ed/heac_members.htm
http://www.pewforum.org/how-religious-is-your-state-.aspx
http://www.gallup.com/poll/153479/Mississippi-Religious-State.aspx
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away from the public schools based on broad family, religious, academic, and social 

considerations.14 “The reasons to homeschool are as diverse as the methods employed.”15  

As homeschooling has grown in the United States, improved academics seem to 

be taking a larger role in the decision to homeschool. “An increasing number of families 

cite education, not religion, as their primary reason for abandoning conventional 

schools.”16 Specifically, the values, content, and methods of public schools appear to be 

less important to homeschooling parents than in taking an active role to help their 

children learn successfully.17 

The most recent data from the U.S. Department of Education’s National Center 

for Education Statistics (NCES) shows the most common reason for homeschooling 

stems from concerns about the school environment, including issues of safety, drugs, and 

negative peer pressure. This answer is selected by eighty-eight percent of surveyed 

homeschool families. Other reasons that a majority of homeschoolers cite in their 

decision to homeschool include a desire to provide religious or moral instruction, 

dissatisfaction with academic instruction at other schools, and a desire to provide a 

nontraditional approach to the child’s education. Since 2003, the percentage of families 

who cite “other reasons” for homeschooling such as family time, finances, travel, and 

distance has increased by more than 50%.18 

                                                 
14 Id. 78. 
15 Isabel Lyman, The Homeschooling Revolution (Bench Pr Intl. 2000), 14. 
16 Christine Foster, In a Class by Themselves, Stanford Magazine, November/December 2000, 
available at http://alumni.stanford.edu/get/page/magazine/article/?article_id=39384. 
17 Christa Green and Kathleen Hoover-Dempsey, Why Do Parents Homeschool? A Systematic 
Examination of Parental Involvement, Education and Urban Society, February 2007 available at 
http://eus.sagepub.com/content/39/2/264.abstract.  
18 U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1.5 Million 
Homeschooled Students in the United States in 2007, NCES 2009–030, December 2008, at 
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009030.pdf. 

http://alumni.stanford.edu/get/page/magazine/article/?article_id=39384
http://eus.sagepub.com/content/39/2/264.abstract
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009030.pdf
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Just as there are diverse reasons for homeschooling, no one reason dominates 

what homeschool families consider as “most important.” While homeschooling is 

sometimes considered a religiously-motivated decision, only thirty-six percent of 

homeschool families listed providing religious or moral instruction as their primary 

reason for homeschooling. Nearly two thirds of homeschool families list other factors as 

their primary reason to homeschool, ranging from school environment to having a special 

needs child.19 Mitchell Stevens, in his wide-ranging sociological study of homeschooling, 

states that homeschoolers include Protestant Christians, Mormons, Muslims, pagans, 

atheists, and practicing witches.20 

IV. Homeschooling Produces Literate and Engaged Citizens 

Parents choose to homeschool for many reasons, but, as referenced above, 

according to the U.S. Department of Education, the top reasons are social and academic 

rather than religious.21 

a. Homeschooling Produces Well-Developed and Socialized Adults 

Homeschooling has grown rapidly in the United States since the early 1980s and 

especially so in the past decade. “The increase in the homeschooling rate (from 1.7 

percent in 1999 to 2.2 percent in 2003 to 2.9 percent in 2007) represents a 74 percent 

relative increase over the 8-year period and a 36 percent relative increase since 2003.”22 

                                                 
19 U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1.5 Million 
Homeschooled Students in the United States in 2007 – Supplemental Tables, NCES 2009–030, 
December 2008, at http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009030_sup.pdf.  
20 Mitchell Stevens, Kingdom of Children: Culture and Controversy in the Homeschooling 
Movement (Princeton University Press: 2001), 19. 
21 Department of Education, 2008, supra. 
22 Id. 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009030_sup.pdf
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As homeschooling has increased in popularity, it has been the subject of 

increasing social research.23 This research universally indicates that homeschooled 

students develop into well rounded and socially-integrated adults and become responsible 

citizens who are productive members of society.  

Noteworthy among this body of research is Brian Ray’s 2004 study Home 

Educated and Now Adults.24 This study surveyed 5,254 homeschooled adults ages 18 

through 24, and found that homeschoolers are involved in their community, civics, and 

higher education to a greater extent than their traditionally educated peers. For example, 

50.2% of homeschooled students go on to some form of college, compared to 34% of 

their peers; 8.7% received associates degrees, compared to 4.1% of their peers; 11.8% 

received bachelor’s degrees, compared to 7.6% of their peers; and 0.8% received 

master’s degrees, compared to 0.3% of their peers. 

Furthermore, 95% of those surveyed responded that they either agreed or strongly 

agreed that they were glad to be homeschooled, 92% agreed or strongly agreed that being 

homeschooled gave them advantages in adulthood, 88% disagreed or strongly disagreed 

that homeschooling limited their educational opportunities, 94% disagreed or strongly 

disagreed that being homeschooled limited their career choices, and 82% agreed or 

strongly agreed that they would homeschool their own children. 

Homeschool graduates also ranked very highly on social and civic involvement. 

“Seventy-one percent of subjects were participating in an ongoing community service 

                                                 
23 Tanya K. Dumas, Sean Gates, & Deborah Schwarzer, “Evidence for Homeschooling: 
Constitutional Analysis in Light of Social Science Research,” Widener Law Review 
(forthcoming), draft available at http://ssrn.com/abstract=1317439. 
24 Brian D. Ray Home educated and now adults: Their community and civic involvement, views 
about homeschooling, and other traits (Salem, OR: National Home Education Research Institute, 
2004). 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=1317439
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activity (e.g., coaching a sports team, volunteering at school, or working with a church or 

neighborhood association), while 37% of similarly aged U.S. adults and 39% of all U.S. 

adults did so in 1996. While 88% of these home-educated subjects were a member of any 

organization (e.g., a community group, church or synagogue, union, homeschool group, 

or professional organization), 50% of similarly aged U.S. adults and 59% of all U.S. 

adults were in 1996.”25 The study also revealed that homeschooled graduates are as 

tolerant, if not more so, of differing viewpoints than the general population, as well as 

being more civically involved.26 

These results are not limited to this single study. Another study, presented to the 

Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association in 1995, looked at 

homeschooled students who went on to college and discovered that homeschoolers are 

often leaders on college campuses.27 This study looked at 60 students who had been 

exclusively homeschooled in high school, and compared them to the rest of the student 

population according to sixty-three indicators. Homeschooled students came in first in 43 

of the 63 indicators. “Because many indicators for which home-schooled students took 

first place involved positions of leadership, Galloway concluded that home-schooled 

students were readily recognized for their leadership abilities. She stated flatly, ‘They are 

the leaders on campus.’”28  

Other studies demonstrate the same results. One study found that homeschooled 

children score in the 84th percentile for socialization, in contrast to their peers who scored 

                                                 
25 Id. 48, internal citations omitted. 
26 Id. 48-49. 
27 Rhonda A. Galloway, “Home Schooled Adults: Are They Ready for College?,” in American 
Educational Research Association (San Francisco: 1995), available at 
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/detail?accno=ED384297.  
28 Richard G. Medlin, The Question of Socialization, Peabody Journal of Education 75(1 & 2), 
107-123, 117, (2000). 

http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/detail?accno=ED384297
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in the 23rd percentile, and concluded that “children kept home are more mature and better 

socialized than those who are sent to school.”29 Another study was unable to find a lack 

of adjustment among home schooled students who went to college and noted that “they 

appear to be able to adjust as well or better than traditionally schooled freshmen to 

collegiate life at a Christian college as measured by these various scales of college 

adjustment.”30 Yet another study found that “[c]ollege students who were previously 

homeschooled were found to be significantly more Agreeable, Conscientious and Open 

as compared to their peers in the national college-aged norms.”31 

In a 2000 article published in the Peabody Journal of Education, Richard Medlin, 

professor of psychology at Stetson University who teaches both Child Psychology and 

Childhood Behavior Disorders, surveyed the research concerning homeschoolers’ social 

skills. In none of the studies he reviews are homeschoolers behind their traditionally 

educated peers. Rather, he finds that homeschooled children are very engaged in their 

community and social lives: 

Despite the widespread belief that home schooling is socially isolating, the 
research documents quite clearly that home-schooled children are very much 
engaged in the social routines of their communities. They are involved in many 
different kinds of activities with many different kinds of people. In fact, the 
flexible schedule and more efficient use of time home schooling affords may 
allow home-schooled children to participate in more extracurricular activities than 
children attending conventional schools.32 

                                                 
29 Thomas C. Smedley, Socialization of Home School Children, Home School Researcher 8(3), 9-
16, (1992). 
30 Scott White, et al., Emotional, Social & Academic Adjustment to College: A Comparison 
Between Christian Home Schooled & Traditionally Schooled College Freshman, Home School 
Researcher 17(4), 1-7, (2007). 
31 Scott White, Megan Moore, and Josh Squires, Examination of Previously Homeschooled 
College Students with the Big Five Model of Personality, Home School Researcher 25(1), 1-7, 
(2009). 
32 Medlin 2000, 112-113 supra. 
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He likewise finds that homeschoolers are learning proper social behavior. 

The research confirms that home-schooled children are learning rules for 
appropriate social behavior and forming healthy attitudes toward themselves. 
Their social behavior and self-esteem are certainly no worse than those of 
children attending conventional schools and are probably better.33 

More recently, Medlin conducted another study and found: “Homeschooled 

children’s social skills scores were consistently higher than those of public school 

students. Differences were most marked for girls and for older children, and encompassed 

all four of the specific skills tested: cooperation, assertiveness, empathy, and self-

control,”34 and Medlin concludes that “[t]here appears to be, therefore, a convergence of 

evidence from three different perspectives––parental report, objective observers, and self-

report––that homeschooled children’s social skills are exceptional.” 35 

b. Homeschool Students Are Academically Successful 

Since 1988, a number of studies have compared the success of homeschooled 

students with those in the public education system. These include official studies by the 

Tennessee Department of Education in 198836 and the Oregon Department of Education 

in 1999.37 Additionally, there have been at least five national studies of the success of 

homeschooling by professional researchers,38 including Lawrence Rudner formerly the 

                                                 
33 Id., 116 
34 Richard G. Medlin, Homeschooled Children’s Social Skills, Home School Researcher 17(1), 1-
8, (2006). 
35 Id. 
36 Tennessee Department of Education. Tennessee statewide averages, home school student test 
results, Stanford Achievement Test, grades 2, 5, 7 and 9 (Nashville, TN, 1988). 
37 Oregon Department of Education, Office of Student Services, Annual report of home school 
statistics 1998-99 (Salem, OR. May 20, 1999). 
38 Brian D. Ray, Academic Achievement and Demographic Traits of Homeschool Students: A 
Nationwide Study, Academic Leadership Live: The Online Journal, 8 no. 1 (February 2010), 
available at http://contentcat.fhsu.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p15732coll4/id/456; Brian 
D. Ray, A nationwide study of home education: Family characteristics, legal matters, and student 
achievement (Salem, OR: National Home Education Research Institute, 1990); Research Project. 

http://contentcat.fhsu.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p15732coll4/id/456
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Director of the Education Resources Information Center (ERIC) Clearinghouse on 

Testing and Measurement, a research library sponsored by the U.S. Department of 

Education.39 

All of these studies demonstrate that homeschooling produces higher scores on 

educational achievement tests than public school students. Homeschoolers achieve, on 

average, between 15 and 30 percentile points above public school averages. These studies 

reveal that this is true for all grade levels and subjects. 

Studies also show that there is no significant correlation between teacher 

certification and educational success in homeschooling. Homeschool students achieve 

high results whether or not their parents possess a state teaching credential.40  

When the achievement of homeschooled students is analyzed according to the 

educational level of their parents (high school diploma, some college, college degree, 

etc.), some studies find that there is a small correlation between parental education and 

student success while other studies find no correlation at all.41 However, all studies have 

                                                                                                                                                 
Home School Researcher, 6(4), 1-7; (1990); Deani Van Pelt. The choices families make: Home 
schooling in Canada comes of age, Frasier Forum, March 2004, available at 
http://www.fraserinstitute.org/research-news/research/display.aspx?id=13181.  
39 Lawrence M. Rudner, Scholastic achievement and demographic characteristics of home school 
students in 1998, Educational Policy Analysis Archives, 7(8). (1999). available at 
http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v7n8/. 
40 Jennie F. Rakestraw, Home schooling in Alabama, Home School Researcher, 4(4), 1, 5 (1988); 
Brian D. Ray 1990, 13, 38 supra; Brian D. Ray, Home schooling: The ameliorator of negative 
influences on learning? Peabody Journal of Education 75(1 & 2), 71, 83, 90 (2000); Howard B. 
Richman, William Girten, & Jay Snyder, Academic achievement and its relationship to selected 
variables among Pennsylvania homeschoolers, Home School Researcher, 6(4), 9, 13, (1990); 
Rudner 1999, Table 3.11 supra. 
41 Joan Ellen Havens, A study of parent education levels as they relate to academic achievement 
among home schooled children. Doctoral (Ed.D.) dissertation, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth TX (1991), 92-97; Brian D. Ray, Home education in Oklahoma: Family 
characteristics, student achievement, and policy matters, National Home Education Research 
Institute (Salem, OR, 1992), 25; Rudner 1999, Table 3.12: “It is worthy to note that, at every 
grade level, the mean performance of home school students whose parents do not have a college 

http://www.fraserinstitute.org/research-news/research/display.aspx?id=13181
http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v7n8/
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found that even those students whose parents have the lowest level of educational 

background still score higher than public school averages. 

In public schools, however, there is a strong correlation between the parents’ 

educational level and student success.42 In public schools, the children of highly educated 

families are the achievers; students from families with lower-level educational 

backgrounds score significantly lower on achievement tests. Not so in homeschooling. 

There is virtually no educational disparity between the children of the most highly 

educated parents compared to the children with parents of less education. Every segment 

of the homeschooling community scores materially higher than public school averages. 

Public schools are unable to attain the results achieved by homeschools. 

This same phenomenon can be found when educational results are segmented 

according to family income. It is tragic to see that in public schools, students who come 

from low-income families have significantly lower academic results than students from 

high-income families.43 

In contrast, homeschooled children from every income level achieve results that 

are significantly above public school averages. Moreover, in some studies of 

homeschoolers there is no material difference in the achievement of the children from the 

                                                                                                                                                 
degree is much higher than the mean performance of students in public schools. Their 
[homeschooled] percentiles are mostly in the 65th to 69th percentile range.” 
42 Gary Neil Marks, Are father's or mother's socioeconomic characteristics more important 
influences on student performance? Recent international evidence. Social Indicators Research, 
85(2), 293-309, (January 2008). 
43 James S. Coleman & Thomas Hoffer, Public and private high schools: The impact of 
communities Chapter 5 (New York, NY: Basic Books, Inc, 1987); Gordon Dahl & Lance 
Lochner, The impact of family income on child achievement. Working Paper 14599, National 
Bureau of Economic Research, 2008 available at http://www.nber.org/papers/w14599.pdf; 
Catherine E. Snow, Wendy S. Barnes, Jean Chandler, Irene F. Goodman, & Lowry Hemphill, 
Unfulfilled expectations: Home and school influences on literacy 2-3 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, 1991). 

http://www.nber.org/papers/w14599.pdf
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poorest families compared to the children from the richest families.44 Although some 

studies show a marginal difference in homeschool student success based on family 

income, even in these cases, students from the lowest income levels achieve well above 

public school averages. 45 

Public schools appear unable to break the cycle of low achievement for students 

from low income families. But homeschooling has demonstrated that children from low 

income families succeed, and children of parents with lower educational levels also 

succeed.  

Homeschoolers scored higher on the ACT than the national average for 10 years – 

from 1996 until 2006. In 2006, the ACT stopped reporting the results of homeschooled 

students separately. In 2006, the average ACT composite score for homeschooled 

students was 22.4, compared to the national average composite of 21.1.46 The 2005 

average ACT composite score for homeschooled students was 22.5, compared to the 

national average of 20.9. Part of this academic achievement may be related to the fact 

that homeschool kids spend their time in radically different ways than their public- or 

private-schooled counterparts. In a study of fourth graders, 0.1 percent of homeschooled 

children watched six hours or more of television per day whereas 19 percent of public 

schooled children watched television at this rate.47 

                                                 
44 Ray 2000, 83-90 supra; Terry Russell, Cross-validation of a multivariate path analysis of 
predictors of home school student academic achievement, Home School Researcher, 10(1), 9, 
(1994).  
45 Rudner 1999, Table 3.10 supra; Jon Wartes, The relationship of selected input variables to 
academic achievement among Washington's homeschoolers. (Woodinville, WA, September 
1990), 79, 122. 
46 Once Again Home-schoolers Score High on the ACT Exam, HSLDA, July 31, 2007, available 
at http://www.hslda.org/docs/news/hslda/200707310.asp. 
47 Rudner 1999, Table 2.10 supra. 

http://www.hslda.org/docs/news/hslda/200707310.asp


19 
 

Studies also show that homeschooled graduates demonstrate success and do as 

well or better, on average, than the general public in all measures of adult success. These 

measures include the rates of matriculation in college, completion of college, civic 

engagement, and community service.48 

c. Popular Reports Demonstrate That Home Schooling is Highly 

Successful 

Homeschool success has also been demonstrated by a number of other popular 

indicators of success. California’s youngest college student, 10-year-old genius Moshe 

Kai Cavalin, was homeschooled from age 6 through 8, after which his parents decided 

college was the best place for him.49  

Another indication of the success of homeschooling comes from the national 

spelling and geography bees. Since 1997 and 1999, when homeschoolers first won the 

spelling and geography bees respectively, homeschoolers have consistently performed 

well at these competitions. 

In 2007, the winner of the Scripps Howard National Spelling Bee was Evan 

O’Dorney, a homeschooled student.50 Of the competitors who made it to the national 

level that year, 12.5 percent of them were homeschooled (despite homeschoolers only 

                                                 
48 Clive R Belfield, Home-schoolers: How well do they perform on the SAT for college 
admission? in Bruce S. Cooper (Ed.), Home schooling in full view: A reader (Greenwich, CT: 
Information Age Publishing; Galloway, 2005), 167-177; Rhonda A. Galloway & Joe P. Sutton, 
Home schooled and conventionally schooled high school graduates: A comparison of aptitude for 
and achievement in college English, Home School Researcher, 11(1), 1-9 (1995); Paul Jones & 
Gene Gloeckner, First-Year College Performance: A Study of Home School Graduates & 
Traditional School Graduates, Journal of College Admission 183 (Spr. 2004), at 17, 20; Ray 
2004, supra. 
49 John Rogers, 10-year-old scholar takes Calif. college by storm, USA Today, May 14, 2008, 
available at http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/2008-05-14-2033294784_x.htm.  
50 California Boy Wins National Spelling Bee,” CBS News, May 31, 2007, available at 
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2007/05/31/national/main2873184.shtml.  

http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/2008-05-14-2033294784_x.htm
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2007/05/31/national/main2873184.shtml
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making up 2.9% of the school population in 200751), and homeschoolers took three of the 

top six slots.52 Last year (2012), at age six, homeschooler Lori Anne Madison became the 

youngest contestant ever to compete in the National Spelling Bee.53 The winner of the 

2007 National Geographic Bee, Caitlin Snaring, was homeschooled,54 and in both 200555 

and 200356 homeschoolers took second place in the spelling bee and won the geography 

bee. Four out of the top six finalists in the 2002 geography bee—including the 

winner57—and at least one of the finalists in the 2002 spelling bee,58 were also 

homeschooled. In 2001 a homeschooled student won the spelling bee again,59 and 

another took third place in the geography bee.60 In 2000, homeschooled students swept 

                                                 
51 U.S. Department of Education, 2008 supra. 
52 Richard Sousa , On Education: Home-schooling is a viable alternative to public schools, San 
Francisco Chronicle, June 11, 2007, available at 
http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/openforum/article/On-Education-Homeschooling-is-a-viable-
2556408.php.  
53 Lori Anne Madison, 6, to Compete in the National Spelling Bee, People Magazine, May 30, 
2012, available at http://www.people.com/people/article/0,,20599591,00.html.  
54 Scott Norris, Girl Wins Geographic Bee – First in 17 Years, National Geographic News, May 
23, 2007, available at http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/05/070523-geo-bee.html. 
55 Californian wins National Spelling Bee with ‘appoggiatura’, USA Today, June 1, 2005, 
available at http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2005-06-01-spelling-bee_x.htm; Ten Students 
Win Places in National Geographic Bee Final, National Geographic News, May 24, 2005, 
available at http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/05/0524_050524_beefinals.html; 
David Braun, Minnesota Boy Wins 2005 National Geographic Bee, National Geographic News, 
May 25, 2005, available at 
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/05/0525_050525_beechamp.html.  
56 Jennifer Vernon, Washington State Eighth Grader Wins National Geographic Bee, National 
Geographic News, May 21, 2003, available at 
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2003/05/0520_030521_geobee2003.html.  
57 Mary Pride, What We Can Learn from the Home-schooled 2002 National Geography Bee 
Winners, Practical Home-schooling # 48, 2002, available at http://www.home-
school.com/Articles/phs48-geobee.html. 
58 Colo. student wins spelling bee with ‘prospicience’, USA Today, May 31, 2002, available at 
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/2002/05/30/spelling-bee.htm.  
59 Minnesota Boy Is Spelling Champ, CBS News, May 31, 2001, available at 
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2001/05/31/national/main294239.shtml?source=search_story. 
60 Rich Jefferson, Home schooler wins third place in National Geography Bee, NCHE, May 23, 
2001, http://www.hslda.org/docs/news/hslda/200105231.asp.  

http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/openforum/article/On-Education-Homeschooling-is-a-viable-2556408.php
http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/openforum/article/On-Education-Homeschooling-is-a-viable-2556408.php
http://www.people.com/people/article/0,,20599591,00.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/05/070523-geo-bee.html
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2005-06-01-spelling-bee_x.htm
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/05/0524_050524_beefinals.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/05/0525_050525_beechamp.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2003/05/0520_030521_geobee2003.html
http://www.home-school.com/Articles/phs48-geobee.html
http://www.home-school.com/Articles/phs48-geobee.html
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/2002/05/30/spelling-bee.htm
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2001/05/31/national/main294239.shtml?source=search_story
http://www.hslda.org/docs/news/hslda/200105231.asp
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the top three slots in spelling.61 In 1999 a homeschooled student took third in spelling62 

and first in geography.63 Altogether, homeschoolers claim five of the past thirteen 

spelling bee winners and five of the past eleven geography bee winners, as well as over 

thirty finalists between the two competitions. 

In 2002, three home schooled teams were nationally recognized for their projects 

in the national Space Day program, Design Challenges. Over 400 team projects were 

submitted to Space Day Foundation from students around the world. Eighteen team 

winners were chosen, five of which were home school teams. Former astronaut and 

United States Senator John Glenn recognized the teams in Washington, D.C., at the May 

2 Space Day Opening Ceremony.64 

Academic champions are not the only ones who are homeschooled. Tim Tebow, 

2007 Heisman Trophy winner, was homeschooled, 65 and according to USA Today, “The 

ranks of action sports champions are thick with homeschool graduates such as 17-year-

old X Games snowboard gold medalist Shaun White, 19-year-old motocross champion 

James ‘Bubba’ Stewart and 17-year-old mountain bike champion Kyle Strait.”66 Shaun 

White went on to become an Olympic gold medalist in the 2010 Vancouver games.67 

                                                 
61 Home Schoolers Making Headlines, NCHE, June 22, 2000, 
http://www.hslda.org/docs/nche/000002/00000254.asp.  
62 Jefferson 2001, supra. 
63 NCHE 2000, supra. 
64 California Home Schoolers Recognized in Space Day Competition, HSLDA News, July 8, 
2002, at http://www.hslda.org/docs/news/hslda/200207080.asp.  
65 One-of-a-kind Tebow becomes first sophomore to win Heisman, AP article, December 10, 2007 
available at http://sports.espn.go.com/espn/wire?section=ncf&id=3148445. 
66 Sal Ruibal, Elite take home-school route, USA TODAY, June 7, 2005, available at 
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/preps/2005-06-07-home-school-cover_x.htm. 
67 Vancouver Olympics 2010 website, athlete profile of Shaun White, available at 
http://www.olympic.org/shaun-white.  
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22 
 

d. Homeschooled Students Succeed in College 

Homeschooled graduates build on their solid secondary education when they go 

to college. Data from Colorado reveals that “academic performance analyses indicate that 

homeschool graduates are as ready for college as traditional high school graduates and 

that they perform as well on national college assessment tests as traditional high school 

graduates.”68 Another study looked at GPAs and professional aptitude tests and 

determined that home school graduates performed just as well as public and private 

school graduates. In 2004 the Journal of College Admission published an article by an 

admissions director from Ball State University who reported that “[r]esearch showed that 

our homeschooled students had above-average SAT and ACT scores (1210 and 29 

respectively). They also performed better academically. They had a combined cumulative 

grade point average of 3.47, compared to the 2.91 shared by the general student 

population.”69 Another study found that college freshman who had been homeschooled 

had slightly higher GPAs and higher entrance SAT scores than private and public 

schooled students, participated in more activities, and were satisfied with their 

homeschool experience.70  

In addition to the academics, homeschooled students are emotionally prepared for 

college. For instance, one study involving freshman students at a private liberal arts 

college found that homeschooled students reported “significantly fewer anxiety 

symptoms than a matched sample of traditionally schooled students.”71 Using the College 

                                                 
68 Jones & Gloeckner, 2004. 
69 Gary Mason, Homeschool Recruiting: Lessons Learned on the Journey, Journal of College 
Admission 185 (Fall 2004), at 2. 
70 Erika M. L. Jones, Transition from Home Education to Higher Education: Academic and 
Social Issues, Home School Researcher 25(3), 1-9, (2010). 
71 White, et al., 2007, supra. 
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Adjustment Scale (a measure of emotional, behavioral, social, and academic problems 

used by university counseling centers), researchers found no other significant differences 

between the two groups of students. 

Accordingly, colleges have recognized the potential of homeschooled students. 

The Chronicle of Higher Education has reported that as early as a decade ago “over 700 

post-secondary institutions across the United States, including Harvard University, Yale 

University, Stanford University, MIT, Rice University, and the Citadel, admitted 

homeschooled students.”72 Barmak Nassirian, associate executive director of the 

American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers, explains: “After 

years of skepticism, even mistrust, many college officials now realize it’s in their best 

interest to seek out home-schoolers.”73 Some are even actively recruiting homeschoolers. 

“Looking very closely at homeschoolers is one way to get more of those special minds, 

the [Stanford University] admission office has discovered. As [senior associate director 

of undergraduate admission, Jonathan] Reider explains it: ‘Homeschooled students may 

have a potential advantage over others in this, since they have consciously chosen and 

pursued an independent course of study.’”74 Regina Morin, director of admissions at 

Columbia College in St. Louis, Missouri, says the school is seeing more homeschoolers 

apply each year. “They tend to be better than their public school counterparts,” she said. 

                                                 
72 Paula Wasley, Home-Schooled Students Rise in Supply and Demand, The chronicle of Higher 
Education 54(7), 1, (Oct. 12, 2007); see also Patrick Basham, John Merrifield & Claudia R. 
Hepburn, Home Schooling: From The Extreme To The Mainstream, 2nd ed 6, The Fraser Institute 
2007, available at http://www.fraserinstitute.org/research-news/display.aspx?id=13089.  
73 Alan Scher Zagier, Colleges Coveting Home-Schooled Students, AP, September 30, 2006, 
available at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2006/09/30/AR2006093000190.html.  
74 Christine Foster, In a Class by Themselves, Stanford Magazine, November/December 2000, 
available at http://alumni.stanford.edu/get/page/magazine/article/?article_id=39384.  

http://www.fraserinstitute.org/research-news/display.aspx?id=13089
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/30/AR2006093000190.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/30/AR2006093000190.html
http://alumni.stanford.edu/get/page/magazine/article/?article_id=39384
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“They score above average on tests, they’re more independent, they’re often a grade 

ahead.”75 

CONCLUSION 

In the past thirty years that homeschooling has gained in popularity, a wide 

variety of parents have chosen to teach their children at home. Homeschooling is not a 

monolithic movement consisting of religious fundamentalists – parents cite numerous 

reasons, including academic success, social stimulation, and individual achievement of 

homeschooled students, as their motivation to homeschool. Homeschooled students are 

precisely the kind of children that the State should be supporting through its fiscal policy, 

and the tax credit scholarships do not unconstitutionally establish a religion. 

 
Respectfully submitted this the 5th day of April, 2013 
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75 Georgina Gustin, Home-school numbers growing, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, October 3, 2007, 
available at http://forum.gon.com/archive/index.php/t-141756.html.  
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